NEiV^YORK,  SATURDAY,  JAYU4RY  7,  1815. 


On  taxes  now,  behold  new  laxe^f  Hi}«e 
'I’axes  on  all  we  see  beneath  the  skies; 

Sleeping  er  waking,  if  we  walk  or  sia  d, 

Some  demon  tax  extends  his  grasping  hand  ; 

In  rich  broadcloth,  or  humbler  cotton  clad. 
Taxation  strikes  his  claw  on  evVy  thread  ^ 

Or  wine  or  whiskey  does  your  palate  foil  '.w^ 

A  tax  is  mixt  with  ev’iy  drop  we  swallow  I 
And  thus  our  land,  by  wicked  rulers  curst| 
Among  tlie  nation*;  happiest  once  and  first. 

Is  doom’d  to  pour  its  treasures  to  the  rdast, 

And  weep,  alas!  the  lowest  and  the  Iswt. 

“  Bu/  yrt  oter  hemes  are  xafty  our  firesides  fret, 
Poor  aud  contenty  ice’uc  stiU  our  liberltf 
Then,  hark !  who  thunders  at  your  castle’s  door, 
With  iron  hand,  and  loud,  resistless  pow’r! 
Conscription,  thund’ring  there,  demands  his  prey. 
And  drags  yon  from  a  happy  home  away. 

71ie  shrieking  matron  clasns  her  hands  in  vain, 

Her  weeping  oftVpring  in  despair  complain  ; 

The  demon  fiend's  relentless,  hell-born  rage, 

Mo  pray’rs  can  soften,  and  no  tears  asMiage. 

I'he  HrsBAwn,  father,  freeman,  is  no  more, 
Hince  fell  Conscription  thunder’d  at  his  door. 

Forth  is  he  forc'd,  a  victim  and  a  slave ; 

His  orphan  seeks  the  alins-house — or  the  grave  J 
But  ere  that  day,  when  one  free  M-a  n  shall  bend, 
Bem’ath  the  terrors  of  th’  acc»irsf  d  fiend, 

Forc’d  from  his  haj  py  and  his  sacred  home, 

Of  children  and  of  wife  bereft,  to  roatii, 

Rereft  of  all  that  readers  country  dear, 

Bereft  of  all,  except  the  «igli  ai.d  tcar^ 

^lav  ev’rv  tyrant,  v.h«>  bath  planrrd  the  d^eJ, 
Reiieatli  the  arm  of  vengeful  f’cedom  OletHl  I 
And  this  inscri;  lion  stamp  his  guilty  tomb  ; 

“We  HAVfe  NO  COUNTRY,  IF  WE  HAVE  NO 
no  31  E  !” 

January  1,  1815. 
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[BY  THE  EDITOR.] 

Hail,  patrons  kind!  your  carrier  brings,  this 
morn, 

Cougratuliistiuns  tlmt  a  year  is  born  ! 

Thrice  happy  he,  could  he  but  truly  sing  : 

**  'The  Angel  Peace  extends  his  healing  wing ! 

“  And,  in  his  traiirdescemliiig,  from  above, 

“  Are  wealth  and  joy,  prosperity  and  love  ! 

“  What  tidings  these,  to  uslier  in  the  year, 

“  The  sword  is  sheath’d,  and  broken  is  the  spear  ! 

“  'I'he  morrow’s  morn  shall  give  the  busy  hum 
“  Of  prosp’roiis  commerce,  and  exile  tire  drum  ; 

“  The  seaman  shall  exchange,  fur  bloody  fights 
“  No  more,  tlic  joys  of  real  “  Sati.orf’  Ric.in 


“  No  more,  tlic  joys  of  real  “  Sati.orf’  Ric.hts.” 
“  Our  commerce  far  and  vviile  shall  be  display’d, 

“  Nor  fear  again  the  demons  of  ‘  Free  'fRADE.’  ” 
Bnt  such  a  theme  belongs  to  that  blest  time, 

When,  free  from  folly,  Madison,  and  crime. 

Our  sage  and  patriot  heroes  gave  their  hearts 
'i'o  cultivate,  of  peace  and  love,  the  arts  ; 

Fit  mad  philosophy  had  spurn’d  tlie  rules. 
Successful  taught  in  sober  Wisdom’s  schools; 

Kre  i>loiiticellu’s  Dreamer  linil  appeared 
To  desolate  what  Vernon's  Sage  had  reared  ; 

Or  proud  31ontpelier  wept  its  guilty  lord 
llesoU’ed  to  cliange  the  piough-hare  for  the  sword. 
But  now,  instead  of  peace,  and  joy,  and  love. 

The  greatest  earthly  blessings  from  above. 

The  demons  dread  of  tumult  aud  of  war 
Our  land  deform,  and  rend  the  trani|uil  air. 

Behold  the  victim  in  llieir  cruel  train. 

By  wounds  disfigured,  and  convuls'il  with  pain  ; 

By  famine  bleacliM,  enfeebled  by  di^'ease,  ) 

A  freeman  once,  but  now  self  doomed  to  please,  « 
A  ^etty  tyrant’s  orders,  or  caprice.  \ 

•*  Jhall’n  from  his  high  estate,”  tii’  obedient  slave 
Findii  war,  “  and  likes  it  well,”  his  freedom’s  grave. 

let  liiin  pass.— —-The  dignity,  by  heav’n, 
Conferr’don  man,  to  such  in  vain  was  giv’ii. 
Reckless  alike  of  freedom,  life  and  limb, 

The  heights  of  (iiieber,  let  him  strive  to  climb, 
Unle.«s  where  mad  St.  Lawrence  rolls  his  wave. 
Some  Wilkinson  provide  a  wat’ry  grave. 

For  you,  my  patrons,  to  wlio.se  souls  are  dear  I 
Domestic  joys  and  liberty  :  uprear  \ 

The  arm !  a  demon  terrible  is  near.  ) 

Awake,  arise !  it  is  ymir  Freedom’s  call ; 

Now  save  forever,  or  abandon  all. 

Aponnd  our  dreary  and  forsaken  shore. 
Commerce  long  since  had  ceased  her  busy  oar : 

Our  stars  and  stripes  could  fost’ring  friendship  find, 
Save  only  in  the  land  where  friends  are  blind. 

And  now  wherever  turns  the  aching  eve, 
is  stretch’d  one  waste  of  blood  and  misery ; 

Orief  and  despair  in  ruin’d  towns  complain, 

And  the  rich  harvests  load  the  soil  ia  vaki. 

▼OL.  HE  O 


Retrospect. —  .\t  tiie  coinaicncemcnt  of 
a  new  year,  it  may  not  bo  niiiiitcrcsD.n,:  to 
the  readers  of  the  Examiner,  to  l.*ke  a  brief 
review  of  the  events  which  have  D^rLed 
the  course  of  that  which  has  just  jiassed 
away : 

El  ROPE. — In  enter  to  give  some  faint 
idea  of  the  astonishing  oecurrences  in  that 
quarter  of  the  globe,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
recur  to  the  time  when  Napoleon  Pon»- 
parte  seemed  to  rule  the  destinies  of  almost 
the  whole  world.  In  1812,  he  was  at  the 
head  of  a  nation,  which  alone  appeared  able 
to  give  laws  to  all  Europe;  all  the  other 
nations  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe  were  iif 
his  interest,  or  under  his  control  except 
Great  Britain,  a  nation,  which  he  affected 
to  despise.  Surrounded  by  such  a  multi* 
tude  ef  obttlient  sul^ecta  asd  tiavesp  aH 
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ready  to  execute  his  xvill,  and  possessed  of 
luch  unbounded  resources,  his  throne  was 
thought  to  be  too  hrmly  established  to  be 
o\%turned ;  and  that  he  could  not  be  dis¬ 
turbed  in  his  seat,  until  death,  in  mercy  to 
mankind,  should  hurl  him  to  the  dust.  The 
nations  actually  despaired,  and  poor,  dis¬ 
graced,  and  humbled  human  nature,  pro¬ 
strated  in  sackcloth  and  ashes, scarcely  dared 
to  hope  an  escape  from  a  long  and  dreary 
night  of  the  most  abject  servitude  and  mi¬ 
sery  ;  and  another  dark  age  was  confidently 
predicted  by  every  one  ivho  Uiought  him¬ 
self  able  to  look  into  futurity. 

Bonaparte  had  prepared  mankind  for 
such  an  event,  and  was  satisfied  that  he 
could  bring  it  about.  Commerce  which  is 
the  support  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  of 
civilization  and  liberty ;  and,  I  may  say, 
flie  human  species  itself:  commerce  w'as 
systematically  interdicted ;  and  in  all  places 
where  he  had  any  control,  the  people  were 
fast  sinking  into  barbarism.  And  sorry  I 
am  to  say,  that  hia  control  extended  even 
beyond  his  flower ;  America,  though  out  of 
the  reach  of  his  desolating  arm,  felt  the 
baleful  influence  of  his  demoralizing  plans, 
and  of  her  own  free  will  humbled  herself 
so  far  as  to  adopt  his  barbarous  system. 
The  free,  powerful  and  enlightened  nation, 
denominated  the  United  States,  adopted 
the  Continental  System  !  Tell  it  not  in 
Oath  /  f  But  heaven,  in  mercy  to  mankind, 
has  wisely  ordained  that  cruel  and  ferocious 
animals  shaU  not  be  possessed  of  all  the 
qualities  necessary  to  enable  them  to  ex¬ 
ecute  the  depredations,  to  which  their  na¬ 
tures  ivould  prompt  them.  Bonaparte’s  am¬ 
bition  was  unbounded,  and  to  promote  it 
he  regarded  neither  crime  nor  cruelty  ;  no¬ 
thing  stood  in  his  way  :  but  he  wag  desti¬ 
tute  of  prudence.  The  Emperor  of  Russia, 
hodiog  the  Continental  System  oppressive 
to  his  subjects,  without  any  prospect  of  be¬ 
nefit,  was  determined  to  abolish  it,  as  far  as 
respected  his  own  dominions. 

This  raised  the  anger  and  resentment  of 
the  would-be  emperor  of  the  worhl.  In  the 
plenitude  of  power,  he  determined  thjit  his 
will  should  be  supreme  on  the  continent  of 
Europe ;  he  therefore  marched  to  chastise 
Alexander  of  Russia,  whom  he  considered 
as  his  humble  vassal.  But  here  he  exceed¬ 
ed  his  commission,  and  of  course,  met  his 
overthrow.  Such  a  band  of  veteran  and 
hardy  slaves  as  he  headed  on  that  expedi- 
lioiiy  aever  before  went  forth  to  desolate  a 


nation :  and  never  did  an  army  meet  wifli 
such  complete  destruction.  He  went  out 
with  four  hundred  thousand  chosen  men, 
well  appointed ;  furnished  with  munitions 
of  war,  and  much  cattle,  and  he  returned 
alone  without  an  attendant  and  without  a 
single  horse  to  carry  him.  His  enemies 
pursued  him,  and  their  numbers  augmented 
as  they  advar\ced.  His  friends,  and  those 
whom  he  had  forced  into  his  service,  de¬ 
serted  him,  and  mankind  began  to  hope 
that  his  career  w’as  at  an  end.  But  though 
much  humbled  and  curtailed  in  his  means, 
Napoleon  was  enabled  to  raise  another  ar¬ 
my,  and  meet  his  pursuers  in  another  cam¬ 
paign.  Horrid  battles  ensued,  aud  rivers 
of  human  blood  were  shed;  but,  though  the 
eflbrts  of  the  Corsican  were  tremendous, 
fortune  had  forsaken  him.  The  beginning 
of  the  last  year  found  him  on  the  retreat 
from  Germany,  before  the  combined  armies, 
w  hich  were  at  that  time,  perhaps,  in  greater 
force  than  was  eVer  before  known.  But 
Napoleon  by  exertions  and  by  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  able  and  experienced  generals,  was 
able  to  check  their  overwhelming  career 
until  the  latter  end  of  March  last;  wlnm 
his  power  failed  him.  In  the  beginning  of 
April  the  allies  entered  Paris  in  triumph. 
Tlie  desolation  and  bloodshed  w  hich  had  so 
long  convulsed  and  tormented  Europe, 
ceased  at  once,  as  if  by  magic.  The  cru¬ 
el  disturber  and  destroyer  of  nations,  sunk 
into  his  native  obscurity  and  insignificance; 
and  the  people  of  Europe  returned  to  (lie 
arts  of  peace  and  social  intercourse.  This 
event,  as  unexpected  as  extraordinary,  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  minds  of  men,  from  one  eiul  of 
the  world  to  the  other,  admiration  and  gra¬ 
titude.  Its  influence  operated  like  an  efee- 
trical  stroke,  or  the  shock  of  a  mighty  and 
universal  earthquake.  To  paint  the  effect 
it  had  on  the  people  of  Europe,  w  ho  had  so 
long  suffered  under  the  cruel  and  iinreleul- 
ing  tyranny  of  the  usurper,  is  beyond  my 
feeble  powers.;  and  to  portray  the  astoiiisli- 
ment  which  spread  over  the  nations  of  tlie 
earth,  is  a  task  which  the  most  able  and  ac¬ 
complished  historian  would  find  a  difficulty 
in  performing.  But  in  no  country  was  its 
force  felt  more  sensibly  than  in  the  United 
States:  we  had  foolishly  joined  the  stand¬ 
ard  of  the  tyrant,  and  lifted  our  sword 
against  the  old  established  |>owers  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  just  in  time  to  come  in  for  a  full  share 
of  the  disgrace  of  the  destroyer,  without  a 
prospect  of  sharing  in  his  glory.  W e  luul 
commenced  a  contest  in  which  we  had  nv 
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ihterest,  and  from  the  result  of  which  we  son  and  a  host  of  such  ,*  1  should  be 

could  in  no  case  derive  any  benefit;  but  glad  to  bury  their  exploits  in  eternal  ohlivi- 
from  which  there  was  a  probability  that  we  on.  But  the  exertions  of  our  little  navy 
siiould  sutler  much  evil.  This  was  our  situ-  are  not  to  be  forgotten ;  our  mariners  met  the 
at  ion  when  the  news  of  the  cora[»lete  eman-  foe,  and  they  conquered.  The  pride  of 
clpation  of  Europe  arrived  on  our  coasts.  Old  England  was  never  more  effectually 
The  effect  it  had  on  those  who  administer  humbled,  than  by  a  few  Y  ankee  frigates, 
the  government  of  this  country  may  be  The  success  of  our  seamen  consoled  the  na- 
seen,  by  comparing  the  instructions  given  tion,  in  some  measure,  for  the  disgrace  it 
to  our  commissioners  in  Euro()e,  before  and  had  suffered  by  land.  But  still  the  nation 
after  this  event.  In  the  letter  from  the  se-  suffered.  The  Avar  had  not  been  declared 
cretary  of  state,  dated  j4pril  15,  1813,  he  for  a  valuable  or  an  attainable  object;  it  had 
suvs,  “  I  have  to  repeat  that  the  great  ob-  been  commenced  without  preparation,  w  ith- 
ject  which  you  have  to  secure,  in  regard  to  out  men,  without  money,  and  had  been  pro- 
impressment,  is,  that  our  flag  shall  protect  secuted  without  foresight,  skill  or  energy. 
the  And  in  the  letter  dated  January  Nothing  but  disgrace  could,  therefore,  hav^ 

28,  1814,  he  says,  “  you  will  consider  the  been  expected,  and  nothing  but  disgrace  wa» 
instructions  given  in  the  commission  to  experienced.  Thus  were  we  found  at  the 
treat  under  the  mediation  of  Russia,  [the  commencement  of  the  last  campaign.-^ 
letter  of  the  15//i  of  April, as  applicable  to  Early  in  the  season  our  little  army,  for  not- 
thc  negotiation  w  ith  Avhich  you  are  now  withstanding  the  boastings  of  a  certain  set 
charged,  except  as  they  may  be  modified  of  men  in  our  country,  and  notwithstanding 
by  this  letter.  the  enormous  bounty  given  for  recruits,  our 

army  Avas  still  a  little  one ;  our  little  army 
“  On  impressment,  as  to  the  right  of  the  crossed  into  Canfida.  They  met  their  foes, 
United  States  to  be  exempted  from  it,  I  they  met  the  victorious  legions  of  there* 
have  nothing  new  to  add.  The  sentiments  nowned  Wellington,  they  fought,  and  they 
of  the  president  have  undergone  no  change  conquered ;  but  all  they  gained  was  glory, 
on  that  subject.  This  degrading  Niagara  which  had  been  wrested  from  us  th« 

practice  must  cease ;  our  flag  aiust  pro-  precepting  campaign,  still  remained  in  the 
TKCT  THE  CREW”,  OR  THE  UNITED  STATES  hands  of  the  enemy ;  and,  disgraceful  as  it 
CANNOT  consider  the.aisela”es  AN  iNDE-  may  appear,  remains  SO  still.  The  defeats 
PENDENT  NATION.”  But  OH  the  27th  of  June,  of  the  British  by  M‘Donough  and  M‘Comb, 
after  it  Avas  knoAvn  in  this  country  that  Bo-  W'ere  AAorthy  of  the  most  able  commanders 
naparte  had  fallen  never  to  rise  again,  the  and  the  bravest  of  men.  Such  achievements 
sentiments  of  the  president  appear  to  have  AA'ould  do  honour  to  any  nation,  or  any  peo- 
undrrs^onc  considerable  change,  and  he  seems  pie.  But  this  w  as  only  a  defensive  W”arfare, 
to  think  tlie  United  States  may  remain  an  and  though  conducted  bravely  and  skilfully, 
indipendeni  nation,  Avithout  a  stipulation  has  done  nothing  towards  the  conquest  of 
from  the  British  that  mir  flag  shall  protect  Canada :  that  country  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  crew :  for  in  the  letter  of  the '  secretary  itsformeroAvners;Avhichismore  than  weean 
to  the  commissioners  of  that  date,  we  find  say  of  the  United  States,  several  parts  r)f 
it  thus  WTitten.  “  On  mature  considera-  which  are  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the 
tion,  it  bus  been  decitled,  that  under  all  the  enemy.  Yet  had  our  poor  devoted  country 
circumstances  above  alluded  to,  incident  to  felt  no  mortification,  no  losses  but  what  were 
a  prosecution  of  the  war,  you  may  omit  any  experienced  on  the  borders  of  Canada, 
stipulation  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  if  and  the  district  of  Maine,  we  might  have 
found  indispensably  necessary  to  terminate  said  the  campaign  had  ended  in  our  favour, 
it.”  But  look  at  the  seat  of  gOA^ernment,  look  at 

Our  war  with  Great  Britain  Avhich,  after  the  great  city  of  Washington.  Our  capital 
the  president  had  relinquislied  the  claims  re-  has  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy;  by  a 
lative  to  impressment,  had  no  object,  had  handful  of  the  enemy,  a  miserable  horde  of 
been  at  the  date  of  the  letter  from  Avhich  the  marauders,  Avho  never  ought  to  be  suffered  to 
above  is  an  extract  of  about  tw  o  years  step  their  unhallow  ed  feet  on  the  soil  where 
8landing;and  in  the  course  of  that  time  we  liberty  is  named.  And  w  hat  is  more  dis- 
liad  earned  more  disgrace  than  glory.  1  graceful  still,  our  great  naval  depot,  with  all 
will  not  stain  these  pages  AA  ith  the  misera-  its  stores  was  bloAvn  up  and  destroyed  in  a 
hie  feats  of  HulU  Smyth,  Chandler,  Wilkin-  paroxysm  of  despair,  by  onr  own  snicidiil 
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hands*  What  shall  I  say  to  such  things  as 
Uiese  ?  Will  future  historians  l»elieve  that 
such  things  were  possible  ?  That  a  nation 
which  had  been  two  years  at  w  ar.  had  taken 
no  measures  to  defend  its  capital ;  that  w  Idle 
it-  armies  were  invading  a  cold  and  inhosjd- 
table  region  of  the  north,  its  own  coast  for  a 
distance  of  fifteen  hundred  miles,  w  as  left 
open  to  the  depredations  and  incursions  of 
an  exasperated  enemy  Will  posterity  l)€- 
lieve  this  ?  If  they  do,  what  will  they  think 
of  the  men  who  possessed  the  resources  of 
the  nation  ?  What  of  the  nation  which 
clings  to  these  men  ?  Will  they  set  oiT  the 
defeat  of  the  liritish  at  Baltimore,  against 
such  a  disaster  as  the  destruction  of  W  ash¬ 
ington  ?  Or  w  ill  they  bury  our  frequent  de¬ 
feats  in  Canada  under  the  hecatombs  of  poor 
savages  destroyed  by  Gen.  Jackson  in  the 
south  ?  They  certainly  w  ill  not.  Our  dis¬ 
grace  will  he  manifest,  and  this  unnecessary 
and  unjust  war  will  be  a  stain  upon  liie  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  country  w  hile  the  nation  ex¬ 
ists.  Of  our  battles  we  shall  at  present  s.ay 
no  more;  our  men  are  brave,  and  have  done 
all  that  brave  men  could  do  in  their  actual 
situation ;  hut  what  can  brave  men  do  in 
such  a  war,  and  under  such  directors ! 

Let  me  now  be  indulged  in  a  fe\v  w  ords 
respecting  the  financial  allairs  of  the  nation. 

It  is  well  know  n  that  w  ar  cannot  he  cac 
ried  on  by  any  nation  for  any  length  of 
time  without  money.  Bonaparte  was  in 
the  habit  of  re;  lenishing  his  exhausted 
coffers  from  the  wealth  of  the  nations  which 
he  conquered.  He  made  his  enemies  feed, 
clothe,  and  pay  the  soldiers  w  ho  conquered 
them  ;  so  that,  w  bile  he  was  successful,  and 
Went  on,  conquering  and  to  conquer,  he 
never  felt  the  want  of  money  to  carry  his 
ambitious  plans  into  execution.  But  un¬ 
fortunately  for  us,  we  hav^  conquered  no¬ 
thing,  and  in  fact  we  had  nothing  to  con¬ 
quer,  which  could  by  any  means  nay  the 
expense  of  its  subjugation.  Had  we  been 
80  fortunate,  I  had  almost  said  unfortunate, 
as  to  have  conquered  Canada,  it  would  have 
cost  us  more  to  keen  it  tha:?  the  whole  re¬ 
venue  of  the  United  States.  But  we  have 
not  conquered  if,  and  of  eourse  it  remains 
to  be  conquered ;  and  while  onr  govern¬ 
ment  continue  in  the  determination  of  such 
a  conquest,  they  must  have  money,  and  a 
large  sunr»ly*of  money  too.  Thev  had,  by 
the  means  of  exorbitant  loans,  and  a  pro¬ 
digal  issue  of -notes  been  able  to  proceed 
optil  about  the  middle  of  the  last  year, 
when  their  resources  began  to  fail.  The 


treasury  was  found  to  be  entirely  empty'; 
loans  which  until  this  time  hrd  i.ssisted  in 
filling  il,  now  abso'ulely  f.iied;  treasury 
notes  began  to  deprecitile  and  were  refused 
in  payment  for  articles  in  which  the  go* 
vernnit  111  stood  in  need  :  in  fact,  the  admi- 
nisiration  for  want  of  money,  found  them¬ 
selves  at  a  dead  stand.  'Their  runners  had 
Aleeeived  the  money  lenders  until  they 
c(mld  he  deceived  no  longer.  'They  had 
rung  the  changes  on  peace  from  Peters- 
'  u  go,  ft  *in  Got  ten  burgh,  and  from  Ghent, 
until  the  chime  was  f  lirly  rung  out,  and  all 
those-  prude  it  people  who  had  money, 
thouglP  it  s 'fer  in  their  iron  chests  ilKin  in 
the  hands  of  a  speculating  and  improvident 
government.  Money,  therefore,  was  not 
lo  he  had,  and  the  nation,  as  we  printers 
p;»y,  had  come  to  a  full  point.  It  is  true 
the  people  in  general  had  hope;  the  idea 
of  peace  ke  t  up  the  spirit  of  the  nation: 
we  had  no  less  than  five  ministers  in  Eurtipe 
eh  irged,  as  overy  one  sii  oseil,  to  patch  up 
a  peace  with  Great  ihitain  on  »;lmost  any 
tP'*ms.  But  it  appears,  since  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  despatches,  that  the  administra¬ 
tion  knew  better.  Our  ministers  never  liud 
any  instructions  on  whicii  any  hojies  of 
oeace  could  rest  until  the  letter  ot  the  27lh 
of  June,  mentioned  above.  This  letter 
could  not  have  reached  our  commissioners 
until  gome  time  in  August;  so  that  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  no  hopes  of  peace  w’»*re  eiiter- 
t  ’ined  by  the  executive  until  wry  late  in 
tin  fall  OP  the  beginning  of  winter.  In  this 
situation  of  the  country  congress  was  called. 
The  ^'resident’s  nroclamation  for  convening 
this  body,  w’as  dated  at  the  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington  on  the  8th  day  of  August,  “  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand,  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  fourteen.”  But  1  think  I  had 
better  republish  this  proclamation  in  full; 
here  it  is. 

BY  THE  PRESTOFXT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

A  PROCLA  M  VI  ION. 

Whereas  great  and  weighty  matters,  claiming 
the  consideration,  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
'States,  form  an  extraordinary  occasion  for  conven¬ 
ing  them,  t  do,  by  the.«e  presents,  appoint  Monday, 
the  nineteenth  day  of  September  next,  for  their 
meetinirat  the  city  of  Washington  ;  hereby  requir¬ 
ing  the  respective  senators  and  representatives  then 
and  tfiere  to  assemble  in  congress,  in  order  to  re¬ 
ceive  such  communications  as  may  then  be  made 
to  them,  and  to  consult  and  determine  on  such  m'ea* 
pures,  as  in  their  wisdom  may  be  deemed  meet  for 
the  welfare  of  the  United  States^ 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 

g  the  I  nited  ‘^tates  to  be  hereunto  aflBxed, 
and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Pone  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  8th 
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day  of  Augujit,  in  tbc  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eigiil  hundred  and  fourteen,  and 
of  llie  independence  of  the  L  nited  States  the 
thirty-ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

llie  Prcsidtutf 

JAMES  MONROE, 
SecreUiry  of  >tate. 

Thtj  congress,  in  consequence  of  this  j>ro- 
claniatioii,  met  at  Wasiiluglon  on  'lie  Huh 
diy  of  HepleinOer.  ihit,  alas!  whtii  they 
came  there,  they  fonujl  tlie  puhlic  huiltiiiigs 
a  heap  of  ruiiis.  “  Tt^e  enemy,”  to  use 
agi  n  the  words  of  our  president,  “  hy  a 
sudden  incursio  i,  [that  in,  luvinj:  threatnwl 
it  for  two  years  It  ul  succeeded  in  in¬ 

vading  the  capital  of  the  nation,  deferiiled  at 
the  moment  by  troops,  less  numerous  than 
the<r  own,  [f/yo/ig /]  and  ahn  >sl  entirely  of 
the  militia,  [l):cuusc  oar  rexalctrs  were  sent 
to  CanaJi^  to  manure  the  stiores  cf  Nia  gara 
and  Ontario^  during  their  possession  o( 
•whicli,  thouirli  for  a  single  day  only,  they 
wantonly  destroyed  the  puhlic  edifices,  hav¬ 
ing  no  relation  in  their  structure  to  ojiera- 
tions  of  war,  nor  used  at  the  time  for  mili¬ 
tary  annoyances ;  some  of  those  edifices 
being  also  costly  monuments  of  taste  and 
of  t!ie  arts,  ami  otliers,  deiKisitories  of  the 
puf  lie  archives.”  The  ^proclamation,  from 
whieii  tills  extract  is  made,  was  dated  the 
first  of  September,  the  extract  is  here  in¬ 
serted,  that  posterity  may  see  what  the 
president  In*'  to  say  on  the  subject  of  the 
destniclion  of  the  capital,  which  hail  been 
committed  to  his  care.  They  must  certain¬ 
ly  suppose  that  he  was  a  mighty  man  in  his 
time,  to  dare  to  say  so  much  to  the  nation, 
and  at  such  a  time.  Rut  there  was  one  thing 
wliich  he  did  not,  and  dare  not  say,  that  the 
gn  at  naval  establishment  in  that  city  WcMs 
destroyed  by  his  own  people,  at  his  own  ex¬ 
press  command,  or  at  the  command  of  his 
seerpfary^  ^Ehis  was  more  than  the  mighty 
?*I  ubson  dared  to  oroclaim,  he  left  that  to 
be  told  by  his  nnderstrajqiers,  when  the 
public  indignation  bad  in  some  measure 
snbsi'led.  Tongress  met,  as  F  s  dd  before, 
on  the  10th  of  September,  to  attend  to  those 
“  great  and  weighty  matters”  of  which  the 
presi<lent  sooke  in  his  proclamation.  To 
find  out  what  these  great  and  weighty  mat¬ 
ters  were,  we  must  look  to  the  communica¬ 
tion  which  he  made  to  congress  at  the  ooen- 
ing  of  the  session,  which  may  be  found  in 
the  305th  page  of  the  2d  Vol.  of  the  Exa¬ 
miner.  In  this  paper,  however,  we  shall 
look  in  vain  for  an  impartial  state  of  theaf- 
feirs  of  the  nation,  but  we  can  discover  that. 


the  government  was  in  want  of  both  men 
and  money,  to  carry  on  their  favourite  war. 
The  president  says,  “congress  .vill  l>€  urged 
to  lake  up,  witiiout  delay,  as  well  the  s  b- 
jecl  of  pecuniary  supplies,  as  that  of  milR 
t*wy  forces,  and  on  a  scale  commensurate 
with  tile  extent  and  character  which  the 
wurh  .s  assumed.”  In  plain  old-fashioned 
English,  you  must  raise  a  great  number  Of 
men,  and  a  vast  sum  of  money,  or  the  war 
cannot  be  continued.  To  raise  men,  all 
tlie  conslitutional  methods  had  been  before 
tried,  and  had  failed.  There  was  nothing 
then  to  be  done,  but  to  continue  to  copy 
the  tyrant  of  Europe,  even  after  the  original, 
was  tlestroyed.  A  conscription  was  there¬ 
fore  proposed.  The  details  of  this  odious 
bill  have  excited  too  deep  and  universal 
an  abhorrence  to  need  delineation  here, 
'fids  bill  was  before  congress  many  days 
and  many  weeks ;  and  it  was  thought  by  the 
friends  of  the  men  in  power,  that  it  w'ould 
certainly  pass.  But  a  small,  still  voice 
from  the  north,  bid  the  planners  of  this  sys¬ 
tem, to  pause!  They  obeyed,  and  the  bill 
w.is  consigned  to  oblivion.  The  “  myitary 
forces,”  Iherefoi’c,  which  the  president  talked 
about,  are  not  likely  to  be  raised  this  session. 
To  raise  money,  the  plan  of  a  bank,  a  great 
National  Bank,  was  devised.  But  to  coi^ 
trive,  to  raise  money  out  of  a  bank  made  of 
paper,  seems  to  be  too  much  for  even  demo¬ 
cratic  ingenuity,  and  it  is  now  uncertain, 
whether  a  hank  bill  can  pass  the  house  of 
representatives,  and  should  it  pass,  it  is  al¬ 
most  certain,  it  will  not  assist  .the  govern¬ 
ment  on  “the  subject  of  pecuniary  sufiplies.” 
'^^Faxes,  therefore,  are  all  that  the  nation  has 
to  dejiend  upon.  Taxes  must  be  laid,  “  on 
a  -cale  commensurate  with  the  extent  and 
character  which  tlie  war  has  assumed.”  In 
this  situation  we  find  our  country  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen.  We  are  bound  down 
to  an  ex]>ensive.;;and  disastrous  war;  a  war 
against  the  most  wealthy  and  powerful  na¬ 
tion  on  earth ;  we  are  without  men,  and  if 
our  national  guardians  are  entitled  to  belief, 
we  have  no  way  to  raise  them,  except  by 
sacrificing  the  first  principles  of  public  ?nd 
private  liberty  we  are  without  money,  and 
we  have  no  way  to  procure  it,  but  by  direct 
taxation,  laid  on  a  people  already  reduced  to 
poverty.  And  what  is  worse  than  all.  if 
worse  can  be,  w^e  are  subjected  to  an  admini¬ 
stration,  which  has  given  tlie  evidence  of 
three  long  campaigns,  thaE  whether  it  hai 
men  and  money,  or  whether  it  has  not,  the 
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natl9n  is  equally  doomed  to  disgrace  and 
suffering.  And,  what  is  worse  than  even 
this  :  we  are  a  nation,  over  which  the 
inveteracy  of  party  insanity  seems  so 
powerful,  that  no  folly,  no  wickedness,  no 
misfortunes  and  no  suffering  can  enlighten 
or  refonn  it. 

The  commencement  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifteen  is  gloomy  and  porten¬ 
tous  ;  and  it  is  therefore  every  man’s  duty, 
to  devote  himself  lo  prepare  the  national 
mind  for  a  change  of  rulers.  It  was  tlie 
change  of  rulers  that  produced  our  calami¬ 
ties,  .'ind  nothing  but  a  change  of  rulers  can 
end  them.  In  this  conviction  the  editor  of 
the  Examiner  will  pursue  his  labours,  and 
rely  upon  the  honest  and  intelligent  portion 
of  the  community,  to  aid  and  support  him  in 
his  efforts  to  redeem  our  country. 


REPORT 

of  tlic  committee  of  investigation 

ON  THE  CAPTURE  OF  WASHINGTON. 

{Concluded.) 

3.  The  conduct  of  the  commanding  general, ' 
the  collection  and  dispasitions  of  the  forces,  and 
the  conduct  and  movements  of  different  corps, 
the  committee  refers  to  the  narrative  of  Gene¬ 
ral  Winder,  his  correspo;idence  with  the  states 
of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  the 
war  department  and  various  officers,  the  reports 
of  Gen.  Smith,  Gen.  Young.  Geu.  Stansbury, 
Col.  Sterret,  Major  William  Pinckney,  General 
Douglast,  Col.  Aliuor,  Col.  Beall  and  Commodore 
Barney *s  official  letter. 

4.  In  relation  to  the  measures  and  arrange¬ 
ments  and  acts  of  the  navy  department,  inrlii- 
ding  the  deslniction  of  the  navy  yard  and  the 
public  property,  as  well  as  the  destruction  of 
the  public  buildings  in  the  city,  the  committee 
refers  to  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,- 
a  report  from  Commodore  Tiii^y,  and  a  report 
from  Mr.  Monroe,  superintendent  of  the  public 
buildings. 

5.  Ip  relation  to  the  capture  and  capitulation 
of  Alexandria,  the  committee  refer  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  court  martial  upon  Captain 
Dysop ;  the  correspondence  between  him  and 
the  s«^retary  of  war,  as  to  the  abandonment  of 
the  fort ;  the  report  of  the  corporation  of  i 
Alexandria,  ipchiding  the  terms  of  surrender, 
Ac.  and  the  letter  from  Gen.  Maiop,  relating  to 
a  letter  from  Admiral  Codfington. 

6.  In  relation  to  general  information  apd  In¬ 
cidental  topics,  tlie  committee  refers  to  Mr. 
iipw,Gen.  Van  Ness,  and  Doctor  Catlett. 


FROM  THE  BALTIMORE  TELEClAKe. 

A  LETTER  TO  JOHN  RANDOLPH, 

OF  ROANOKE, 

From  a  Citizen  of  IvHassaehusetts.  , 

Boston,  December  1814.  ■ 

Sir, 

I  have  read  your  letter  with  considerable  in¬ 
terest,  and  sliall  make  no  apology  for  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  addressing  you.  The  collective  body  of 
the  people  are  plainly  the  objects  of  its  address. 
Suffer  me,  then,  who  am  hut  a  plain  citizen,  to 
deliver  my  sentiments  with  as  little  r(‘serve  as 
you  have  communicated  yours.  The  privilege 
of  expressing  our  sentiments  has  hitherto  esca¬ 
ped  the  fate  of  our  personal  liberties.  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  attempts  yet  to  establish  a 
censorship  of  the  press  ;  and  although  with  you 
it  be  silenced  by  a  virtual  iuipriiiiaUir,  yet  in 
these  states  it  w'ould  be  ea'-ier  for  government 
to  establish  the  currency  of  itvS  notes  than  to 
restrain  the  free  circulation  of  opinion. 

Your  letter  does  no  discredit  to  the  great 
parliamentary  abilities  which  you  have  evinced, 
and  which  make  every  thing  that  falls  frorp 
your  pen  an  object  of  attention.  It  is  impos¬ 
sible  for  an  American  not  to  feel  the  force  and 
justness  of  some  of  your  reflections,  and  even 
such  as  do  not  convince,  receive  a  charm  from 
your  eloquence  that  makfis  them  respectable. 

1  am  happy  to  concur  with  you  in  some  of 
your  opinions,  and  would  he  still  happier  if  on 
some  other  ^points  our  minds  were  equally 
agreed.  I  shall  not  confine  myself  strictly  to 
the  contents  of  your  letter:  but  shall  blend 
occasionly  matter  wdiich  either  has  escaped 
yonr  attention,  or  appeared  to  you  of  secondary 
consideration. 

I  can  readily  excuse  the  warmth  of  affection 
with  which  you  sp<^ak  of  your  native  stale,  and 
the  luxuriaiicy  of  imagination  witii  which  you 
paint  her  disinterestedness  anti  generosity.  You 
speak  on  this  subject  con  amnre,  nor  can  we 
blame  the  errors  of  your  judgment,  which  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  honest  prejudices  of  your  heart. 
Yon  arc  a  Virginian,  and  it  is  natural  that  in 
lamenting  the  prodigality  with  which  yoiir  na¬ 
tive  state  has  squandered  away  the  fund  of  her 
generosity,  you  should  not  dispassionately  weigh 
the  value  of  the  things  she  has  purchased  by 
her  sacrifices.  You  yourself  have  told  us  that 
these  acts  of  disinterestedness  have  made  her 
the  most  influential  state  in  the  union.  Influ¬ 
ence,  sir,  is  power ;  and  power  received  in  ex¬ 
change  for  lands,  and  such  lands  as  she  gave 
aw’ay,  is  surely  no  losing  bargain :  even  the 
federal  compact,,  which  you  say  she  complied 
with  from  the  purest  and  most  disinterested 
motives,  confirmed  her  powei't  qnd  has  raised 
her  to  a  pitch  of  prosperity  wliich  she  never 
would  have  attained  as  a  single  and  insulated 
province.  Over  the  confederacy  of  republics 
which  was  formed  by  it,  she  early  obtaine<l  an 
influence  which  has  enabled  her  to  exercise  a 
dictatorship  little  less  than  tliat  of  some  of  the 
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urst-rate  powers  of  Europe  over  their  allies ; 

sixteen  years  the  presidential  chair  has  been 
tilled  by  a  Virginian.  Your  desirous  may  not  jet 
be  satished  ;  but  surely  you  cannot  with  justice 
complain,  that  our  acquiescence  and  submission 
has  not  at  least  equalled  the  extent  of  your 
generosity.  Besides,  with  the  slave  in  the  old 
comedy,  we  tiiink  “  isia  red  integratio  est  quasi 
exprohatio'*  Acts  of  kindness  lose  their  grace- 
til  I  ness  when  we  are  reminded  of  them  ;  they 
then  acquire  the  severity  of  reproach.  Virginia 
is  not  the  only  state  tliat  has  made  sacritices  on 
the  altar  of  public  good.  Compare  the  long 
Futfering  of  these  states  with  your  own  trials  of 
patience  iiuder  the  embargo  and  non* intercourse 
systems.  You  say  that  in  V’^irginia  you  suffer  as 
much  as  ourselves,  from  the  folly  of  our  afimi- 
uistration.  Upon  what  principle,  then,  do  you 
uphold  this  faction.  But  it  is  not  in  the  nature 
of  things  that  Virginia  eaii  suffer  as  much  as 
these  states  from  the  bliudiiess  and  folly  of  our 
rulers.  Commerce  is  a  complicated  and  deli¬ 
cate  system  which  cannot  be  even  touched  by 
rough  and  unskilful  hands,  without  extensive 
injury.  The  people  of  these  states,  who  depend 
almost  wholly  on  commerce  for  subsistence, 
must  have  felt  more  exquisitely  and  keenly 
than  you  tan  possibly  have  done,  that  perni¬ 
cious  folly  which  dared  to  meddle  with  what 
was  too  mighty  for  its  grasp.  You  say  that  we 
might  with  l>€tter  reason  have  resisted  the  em¬ 
bargo  and  noij-interconrse  laws  than  we  can 
oppose  the  present  w’ar.  Supposing,  what  many 
of  you,  1  fear,  do  to  the  southward,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  these  states  are  actuated  vrUolly  by  the 
cupidity  of  gain,  your  proposition  is  true.  But 
w'e  did  not  hold  the  frieudshipof  the  southern 
states  to  be  a  thing  so  light  as  to  be  not  worth 
preserving,  even  at  the  expense  of  all  the  sacri¬ 
fices  we  have  already  made.  These  embargo 
and  non-intercourse  laws  were  copies  of  the 
Berlin  and  .Milan  decrees,  and  we  thought,  and 
with  reason  too,  that  they  would  not  be  of  long 
iliiratinii.  V\e  thought  the  spirit  of  commerce 
too  gigantic  to  be  restrained  by  such  puny  ad¬ 
versaries,  and  that  it  would  turn  upon  its  de¬ 
stroyers,  as  the  iulant  Hercules  turned  upon 
the  dfagons  that  attempted  to  strangle  him  in 
their  folds.  Besides,  we  were  of  opinion  that 
as  luncii  precious  knowledge  is  gained  from  the 
uses  of  adversity,  the  people  of  this  eonntry, 
feeling  the  prev'iure  ot*  this  anti-commercial 
system,  would  overwhelm  it  and  its  aiitlior  in 
one  common  ruin.  But,  sic,  the  doom  of  com- 1 
irierce  is  now  about  to  be  sealed  :  what  could 
not  be  effected  through  the  medium  of  embai'go 
and  non-intercourse  laws,  will  be  effected  by 
this  war.  We  now  perceive  that  there  is  a- 
rooted  hostility  to  commerce  in  the  minds  of 
Uio<e  who  direct  our  affairs,  and  they  systema¬ 
tically  make  war  upon  that,  without  wdiich  the 
eastern  states,  “  like  the  minor  states  of  Eu¬ 
rope,”  must  dwindle  into  iiisignifieance,  and  be 
mocked  with  the  shallow  of  sovereignty,  whilst 
they  are  trampled  upon  by  some  proud  and  am- 
Mlious  rival.  I  neej  not  intbrm  you  that  this 


anti-commercial  system  ivas  the  favourite  Idea 
of  your  great  Lyciirgus,  (Mr.  Jefferson,)  who.  ' 
probably  received  it  from  that  very  sort  of  po¬ 
liticians  who  made  France  at  the  same  time  the 
victim  of  her  own  crimes  and  the  scourge  of 
the  rest  of  Europe.  I  can  assure  you,  on  the 
authority  of  some  who  were  personally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  many  of  that  tribe  of  politicians^ 
that  one  of  their  chief  motives  for  embroiling 
France  with  England,  was  the  hope  of  destroy¬ 
ing  commerce,  and  producing  a  state  of  things 
favourable  to  the  erection  of  a  military  repub¬ 
lic.  ”  That  bankmptcy,  (says  Mr.  Burke, 
speaking  of  the  directory  of  regicides,)  which 
was  assigned  as  one  of  the  causes  of  the  fall  of 
the  old  monarchy,  was  the  capital  on  which 
they  opened  their  traffic  wit*,  the’ world.”  Do 
you  ask  me  wliere  these  men  will  get  naoney  to 
carry  their  schemes  into  operation.  I  refer  you 
to  the  conscription  law.  This  is  the  key  which 
unlocks  to  them  the  treasures  of  the  country. 
They  who  have  had  already  the  audacity  to 
seize  on  the  person  of  the  citizen  will  not  long 
have  delicate  scruples  about  picking  his  pocket. 

”  Bern  si  possis  recte  si  non  quo  quo  modo  rem,'* 
is  the  maxim  of  every  faithless  and  profligate 
government.  They  know  too  that  the  spirit  of 
liberty  is  always  most  active  and  vigilant  about 
the  seats  of  cominerce,  and  that  the  inflexible 
patriotism  if  these  states,  and  their  attachment 
to  trade  oppose  serious  impediments  to  their 
designs.  They  endeavoured  first  to  beggar  us 
into  a  compliance  with  their  measures  by  un- 
dermioiog  our  commercial  prosperity ;  but  find¬ 
ing  it  impossible  to  eflSect  this  without  the  aid 
of  military  force,  they  threw  away  their  sophis¬ 
try,  and  ai*e  resolved  now  to  have  recoui'se  to 
tlie  logic  of  arms.  We  have  .always  considered 
it  a  singular  felicity  in  the  lot  of  this  state  that 
it  was  the  cradle  of  the  revolution,  and  that  it 
was  from  the  hand  of  its  brave,  patriotic  people 
that  our  formidable  adversary  received  the 
blow  that  severed  this  country  from  her  empire 
nearly  half  a  century  has  gone  over  us  since, 
and  we  are  riot  materially  changed  ;  we  were 
not  more  prompt  then  to  resist  the  tyranny  of 
England,  than  we  shall  now  be  ready  to  oppose 
domestic  oppression.  Yet  in  this  as  in  our  dis¬ 
putes  with  her,  we  reluctantly  appealed  to  arms, 
we  shall  be  slow  .in  taking  a  step  which  hare 
long  fervently  deprecated.  Yet,  sir,  there  is  a 
point  beyond  which  patience  ceases  to  be  a 
virtue,  and  it  cannot  esc^ape  an  understanding 
as  penetrating  as  yours,  thaJ  the  alfeirs  of  this 
country  are  rapidly  verging  to  that  awful  crisis. 
Whenever  it  arrives,  we 'shall  be  as  little  awed 
by  the  threats  of  po.wer,  as  by  the  quibbles  of 
lawyers.  We  know  that  there  is  a  tribunal  in 
the  heart  of  man,  by  the  decisions  of  which  we 
shall  be  justified.  You  express  a  fear  concern¬ 
ing  the  fate  of  these  states  shpufd  they  sepa¬ 
rate,  which  we  can  seriously  assure  you  is 
groundless.  A  people  who  are  resol  ved  to  rally 
around  the  standard  of  private  liberty,  and  to. 
maintain  their  domestic  laws  ip  purity  and 
igoiir,  can  never  be  enslaved.  Have  a  calc  ’ 
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that  you  yourselves  do  not  exhibit  the  first  ex¬ 
ample  of  ij!;non)jnioiis  servitude  to  some  foreign 
yoke.  With  you  are  all  the  principles  of  iutei  - 
Da)  deray.  You  have  already  tJie  seminal  prin¬ 
ciple  of ‘a  code  of  conscription,  and  may  have 
among  you  some  Napoleon  in  embryo,  who  is 
destined  to  expel  the  common  law,  and  with  all 
the  pnerosity  of  the  modern  Justinian,  to  give 
you  institutes  and  digests  of  his  own.  Believe 
me,  sir,  national  independence  cannot  long  .sur¬ 
vive  private  liberty.  The  glorious  field  of  Ma¬ 
rathon,  W'hcre  a  whole  nation  of  Asiatic  slaves 
perished  by  the  swords  of  a  few  Greek  repub¬ 
licans,  must  ill  the  soft  period  of  childhood  have 
deeply  engraven  this  important  tnitii  upon  your 
under!#auding. 

We  cannot  clearly  perceive  the  face  of  that 
part  of  your  letter,  where  you  threaten  us  in 
case  we  separate  w’ith  the  expulsion  of  our  ton¬ 
nage  and  manufactures  from  your  ports.  It  Is 
surely  to  mistake  the  character  of  these  states  to 
suppose  they  can  be  allured  to  their  ruin*  by 
any  thing  in  the  shape  of  commercial  gain. — 
When  a  thing  of  such  magnitude  as  the  loss  of 
our  liberties  occupies  our  minds,  considerations 
of  this  kind  dwindle  into  insignificance.  We 
do  not  fear  but  that  our  sbips^  will  always  some¬ 
where  find  a  harbour,  and  our  manufactures  a 
mark ‘t.  We  know  that  interest,  the  God  of 
trade,  is  a  more  powerful  principle  than  pride, 
the  idol  of  fools.  Whatever  may  hereafter  be 
the  fate  of  our  commerce  and  manufactures — 
we  are  certain  that  the  ruin  of  both  are  invol¬ 
ved  in  the  measures  of  the  present  administra¬ 
tion.  Wliere  is  the  flattering  picture  which  two 
years  ago  this  government  drew  of  the  state  of. 
its  manulactures?  Where  are  the  manufactures 
themselves  ?  Out  of  this  numerous  race  of  ex- 1 
otics  a  few  sickly  stragglers  by  the  aid  of  artifi-  j 
cial  cherishing  yet  survive. .  lu  a  few  years  they  j 
will  go  to  the  tomb  of  all  the  Capiilets.  i  ike 
the  iniiabitants  of  another  region,  manufactures! 
when  transplanted  into  the  soil  of  the  climate 
of  America,  degenerated  for  a  very  obvuuis 
reason,  lieeause  neither  commerce  nor  agriciil 
ture  in  this  country,  have  yet  absorbed  tlicir 
maximum  of  capital.  This*  was  the  natural 
coiuse  of  things,  and  did  not  proceed  from  any 
thing  deleterious  to  manufactures  in  the  politi 
cal  atino.sphere  of  our  country,  But  that  it 
should  be  maintained  in  tfie  face  of  the  world, 
that  now,  while  the  contagious  lamps  of  des|K)t 
ism  are  shedding  their  poisonous  mildew,  and 
lightning  every  thing  arouiul  us,  manufactures 
would  bit  up  their  heads  and  flout ish,  iinplie- 
such  a  degree  of  cool  effrontery  on  the  part  of 
the  government,  and  such  a  degree  of  hopeless 
intatuatiuD  on  the  part  of  the  people,  as  almost 
drives  the  wise  and  virtuous  parts  of  this  na¬ 
tion  to  despair. 

You  assign  as  the  cause  of  the  continuance  of 
Mr.  Madison  and  his  friends  in  power,  that  you 
are  a  people  like  our  own  Connecticut  of  steady 
habits.  If  your  attachment  to  old  customs  an  i 
opinions  wa^  as  inveterate  as  you  describe  it  to 
be,  you  would  have  long  ago  assisted  us  in  diS’ 


missing  from  office  this  man  and  his  associates. 
They  have  travelled  through  every  sign  of  the 
political  zo<liac;  there  is  no  description  of 
apostacy  of  which  they  have  not  l»ecn  guilty. 

Once,  they  were  the  declared  Ibes  of  regal 
and  aristocratical  government — nothing  went 
down  with  them  that  was  not  season'id  with  the 
wildest  [wpular  doctrines.  The  rights  of  man 
was  the  essential  ingredient  that  gave  flavour 
to  every  thing  that  pleased  their  palates,  'i'he 
slightest  degree  of  executive  influence,  and  the 
very  idea  of  navies  and  standing  armies,  made 
their  flesh  creep.  They  worshipped  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  French  rejHiblic,  and  bad  a  cliief 
then  sat  at  the  head  of  our  aflairs  enamoured 
of  the  philosophy  of  France,  and  captivated 
by  its  daring  and  visionary  politics,  America 
would  have  followed  up,  “  the  death  dance  of 
democratic  revolntioji.”  But  as  soon  as  the 
reign  of  democracy  was  over  in  France,  those 
sturdy  republicans  turn  round,  and  with  ail  the 
pliancy  of  courtiers  bowed  before  the  throne  ot 
the  homicide  tyrant  that  fxpt‘IIe<i  it,  during  the 
federal  administration.  VVlien  attempts  were 
made  to  establish  an  equitable  and  proiicictive 
system  of  revenue,  a  clainonr  was  raised  by 
these  very  men,  whose  inventions  cannot  sup¬ 
ply  taxes  faster  than  they  lu.y  them.  Fxpen- 
ditures  which  were  justified  by  the  most  ration¬ 
al  principles  of  political,  economy  were  descri¬ 
bed  in  a  strain  of  language  which  would  only 
not  have  dishonoured  the  iiifalnoiis  largesses 
and  incorrupt  prodigality  of  the  present  admi¬ 
nistration.  Sir,  the  federalists,  compared  with 
these  men,  were  novices  in  the  arts  ot  govern¬ 
ment  ;  they,  poor  souls,  sighed  for  an  army  hard¬ 
ly  hig  enough  to  keep  the  Indians  on  our  iron- 
tiers  at  bay,  and  to  entorce  obc.dicnee  to  the 
laws.  .These  men  in  one  sweeping  act  take 
the  whole  population  of  the  conulry.  The 
federalists  were  obliged  to  pick  out  taxes  with  a 
sort  of  epicurean  nicety,  aiui  adapt  them  to  the 
tastes  of  the  people;  but  these  men  cram  taxes 
of  all  sorts  down  peoples  throats,  like  some  ot 
your  hiiinnne  negro  drivers,  who  think  tlie  peo¬ 
ple  have  been  too  long  fed  on  sott  corn ;  they 
I  ure  determined  to  make  them  bolt  it,  husks  and 
all — sir,  the  consistency  which  you  find  in  all 
this,  must  place  the  character  ot  these  men  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  satire  or  of  jianegyric,  yet  1 
siiouid  be  sorry  to  think  this  kind  ot  consisten¬ 
cy  the  steadiness  of  principle  wliieh  yon  ascribe 
to  the  people  of  the  southern  state.s.  You  must 
not  think  either,  that  we  believe  Mr.  Madison, 
although  he  sits  at  the  helm  of  affairs,  is  the  Fa- 
biuirus,  who  directs  the  vessel  of  the  state.— 
lie  has  indeed  a  delicate  and  highly  responsible 
station  allotted  him  ;  but  ^he  course  of  our  poli¬ 
tical  destinies  is  shaped  by  the  orders  of  more 
powerful  superinlendants — there  is  a  weakness 
about  his  heart,  whether  it  be  the  result  of  hu¬ 
manity  or  fear,  which  disqualifies  him  for  the 
station  of  a  leader,  in  the  enterprise  in  which  he 
is  embarked.  Perhaps,  however,  he  thinks  that 
although  too  weak  to  uphold  a  republic,  his 
head  is  yet  strong  enough  to  endure  the  weights 
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of  a  diadem  ;  some  such  romantic  thought  has  i  they  please,  throw  off  a  worthless  and  profligate 
crossed  his  imagination,  and  those  who  despise  |  government.  In  one  sense,  the  pedple  may  be 
him  will  feed  this  visionary  hope  wifh'promises  j  said  to  be  the  authors  of  their  own*  misfortunes 
as  long  as  he  is  content  to  ufliciate  as  higli  priest  — they  have  strong,  but  honest  prejudices,  which 
at  their  orgies,  and  to  pledge  them  in  the  cup  would  do  them4io  harm  if  they  did  not  expose 
of  their  alK>minations.  But  if  he  has  any  faitli :  them  to  the  dishonest  artifices  of  knaves.  My 
in  the  promises  of  those  who  would  sacrifice  '  fear  is,  however,  that  their  present  delusion  is 
their  country  to  their  own  ambition  ;  if  he  se-  so  complete  that  they  will  not  open  their  eyes 
riously  thinks  that  these  men  who  are  now  ham-  until  their  ruin  be  accomplished, 
mcringanns  of  proof,  oftonsive  and  defensive,  in  To  the  materials  of  which  trongress  is  compo- 
aid  of  tlie  enterprises,  and  for  the  subsequent  sed  I  look  as  to  the  greatf'st  source  of 'danger 
protection  of  housebreakers,  murderers,  trai-  and  apprehension.  It  is  difficult  to  persuade  the 
tors  aud  malefactors,  nothing  that  we  ran  say  people  that  men  chosen  for  the  term  of  four 
would  be  able  to  remove  the  fatal  delusion  j  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  they  mingle 
from  his  nund  :  he  will  perceive  loo  late  that  again  with  the  mass  of  citizens  can  be  as  vehe- 
the  visionary  coronet  suspended  over  his  brow  ineiitly  desirous  of  power  aud  as  criminal  in  the 
is  the  fatal  svvord  of  Damocles.  His  fate  is  in-  exercise  of  it,  as  a  solitary  tyrant.  Deriving 
volved  in  that  of  his  country.  If  a  great  storm  their  political  existence  immediately  from  the 
dash  the  ves'^el  of  the  state  to  pieces  against  people,  they  carry  along  with  them  into  public 
the  rocks,  it  will  cast  also  this  poor  Falinurus  life,  all  the  prejudices  which  they  indulged  as 
naked  on  the  strand.  private  citizens.  If  their  minds  are  not  natu¬ 

rally  happily  formed,  or  liberalized  by  culture, 
“  f^rvJe  hm,  O  PaVntire,  tihi  turn  dira  cupidr)  ?  they  are  apt  to  convert  politics  into  a  trade,  ami 
“  Tot  fift/ghs  inhvmai'us  aqvas  amnemque  ave-  a  trade  too  of  the  vilest  description.  They 
rum,  then  act  before  the  people  like  mountebanks  at 

'•*  Eumentdom  adspicieSf  ripamve  injussus  ad/- fa  fair,  who  play  off  their  contemptible  feats  of 
bisf*'  I  jugglery,  with  an  air  of  invstery  and  bombast, 

wiiiistthey.  jK>or  souls,  listen  vvith  stupid  asto- 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  love  to  talk  about  nishnient,  to  the  vapouriugs  of  the  Charictan.and 
the  fickleness  of  the  people.  They  are  too  swallow  his  talcs  with  voracious  credulity. — 
often  falsely  cliargcd  with  a  proneness  to  eccen-  The  idrra  does  not  occur  to  them,  that  among 
tricity.  I  think  with  you  that  the  people  are  these  men  are  persons  less  rawierate  than  Ca- 
honcst,  although  they  may  be  deceived.  In-  taliue  or  Catliegus.  That  in  popular  assemblies 
deed,  if  their  i>oIitical  instincts  were  surer  and  men  too  of  commanding  talent  and  weight  of 
stronger  tlian  they  arc,  the  craft  and  duplicity  of  character  may  be  induced  to  lend  .tK'ir  names 
some  men  wonhi  be  an  overmatch  for  them;  to  the  acts  of  a  corrupt  government  and  ^toep 
their  greatest  defect,  is  an  indolonre  of  charac-  to  disingenuous  compliances  wifli  vulgar  under- 
ter.  This  vis  inverts  of  mind  which  yields  to  standings  in  order  to  lead  aud  direct  public  af- 
every  impulse  from  the  hand  of  government,  is  fairs.  Those  men  whose  desires  are  inflairKid 
the  power  too  that  holds  them  in  their  proper  with  the  eharnis  of  power,  will  never  relinquish 
habits,  and  preserves  the  harmony  of  tfie  social  its  pursuit. 

system.  Wo  bedide  Inm  who  rashly  attempts  I^'ew  of  them  if  they  could  help  it,  would  re- 
to  dissolve  these  affections,  wdiich  in  the  moral  trace  the  steps  that  must  conduct  them  bark  to 
world  reseud)le  the  pow'er  of  physical  attraction  their  original  obscurity,  Tlie  present  distressed 
that  binds  togi:ther  the  fabric  of  the  universe,  state  of  the  country,  far  from  app.alliiig  them. 
However,  it  cannot  escape  the  most  careless  stimulates  their  minds  to  new  acts  of  rashness 
observer,  that  the  affairs  of  this  country  are  in  and  folly.  They  know  that  no  radical  relief  can 
a  state  of  deplorable  derangement !  where  shall  be  given  without  a  removal  of  the  war,  aud  as 
we  look  for  the  sources  of  this  evil  ?  Shall  we  long  as  the  principle  of  the  distemper  is  con- 
adopt  the  opinion  of  this  government,  and  as-  tinned,  that  all  their  remedies  can  operate 
cribo  it  to  a  disobedient  spirit  in  the  people,  or  only  as  palliatives.  Thus,  then,  they  will  be 
shall  we  not  more  rationally  conclude  that  its  driven  fi*om  one  miserable  expedient  to  another, 
causes  exist  in  the  weakness  and  cormption  of  until  they  leave  in  the  ruin  of  their  country  a 
government.  If  tlie  htter  opinion  be  not  the  melancholy  memorial  of  their  folly.  This  per- 
tnier,  it  is,  I  am  sure,  the  more  conciliatory  of  tinacions  adherence  to  error — this  foolhardi- 
the  two;  for  if  the  body  of  the  people  have  ness  of  character,  many  mistake  for  the  energy 
lost  their  respect  for  the  government,  and  are  of  wisdom.  Bfit  true  wisdom  is  distrustful  of 
disobedient  to  its  orders,  if  they  do  not  prompt-  its  own  powers,  and  preserves  a  lively  sensi- 
ly  obey  the  dictates  of  justice  and  of  patriot-  bility  to  the  sufferings  of  mankind.  It  touches 
ism,  there  is  no  cure  for  the  distemper  but  the  with  a  light  and  tender  hand,  the  liberty  and 
exertions  ot*  arbitrary  power.  But  if,  as  1  am  franchises  of  the  individuals  ;  because  it  knows 
sure  is  the  case,  the  people  are  not  in  fault,  these  to  be  the  stamina  of  public  toeec.  Tliix 
then  the  remedy  is  obvious  and  simple;  for  a  I-  system  of  measures  called  energetic,  is,  alas  5 
though  it  be  impossible  for  governments  to  et-  the  invention  of  cold  hearts  and  muddy  nnder- 
fect  the  sudden  change  in  the  minds  and  dis{>o-  standings.  Mackintosh,  in  his  VimUcst  Gallia, 
«itions  of  the  people,  yet  the  people  may,  if  says  tliat,  a  representative  body,  if  it  be  nu- 
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ineraas,  alii^ough  it  were  eoiMpo.sed  of  Newtons,* 
would  still  be  liable  to  the  passionate  excesses 
and  irregular  impulses  of  a  mob.  Althmigii  I 
aui  not  inciiued  to  adopt  this  idea  in  its  whole 
extent,  yet  1  think  that  if  the  materials  of  a 
popolar  body  be  not  select — if  the  virtues  and 
talents  of  the  nation  fk»  not  readily  Hud  their 
iTay  into  it ;  and  if,  by  some  unhappy  perver* 
sioa  of  tl)e  minds  of  the  people,  the  choice  of 
t!>eir  ele'ctioh  should  light  on  men  of  daiii  un¬ 
derstand  iug  and  unfeeling  hearts,  I  believe  that 
a  greater  plague  cannot  arise  out  of  hell  to 
(rcourge  iBankind.  VVe  have  behne  us  the  his¬ 
tory  ot‘  tin?  French  repnhiic  to  instruct  us. 
With  what  a  profligate  alnise  of  power  did  the 
national  assembly,  that  mockery  of  legislation, 
d*;stroy  the  liberties  of  France?  These  too, 
sir,  were  “  moonstruck  philosophers,”  but  the 
storm  which  they  succeeded  in  raising  did  not 
pas.s  away  like  the  storm  of  Prosp»n*o,  ainl 
”  leave  not  a  wreck  behind.”  Reflect  on  the  im- 
pioos,  sanguinary,  .and  ferocious  character  of 
the  convention,  and  on  that  troop  of  hardened 
loffians  that  IJonaparte  disbanded  at  ?t.  Cloud. 
A  repnhlican  government,  resting  principally 
»f  not  w’liolly  on  the  basis  of  population,  if  it 
he  the  happiest  and  mildest  form  of  government 
when  maintained  in  its  purity  and  administer¬ 
ed  with  integrity,  in  the  hands  of  ignorant  and 
ifKT-mrrtdcd  villains,  berorm?s  an  engine  of  the 
cmellcst  |>erseculion.  The  victim  of  snrh  a  go- 
Tenwnent  has  not  the  clieering  aiwl  animating 
plaudits  of  the  crowd  to  sweeten  his  suffering  ; 
be  dires  not  witness  the  execrations  w  hirl)  tlie 
^iistice  and  iinlignntion  of  mankind  pour  out 
erpetr  the  head  of  his  oppresvor,  which  exhila¬ 
rate  tlic  heart  oi’the  martyr  wjio  seals  the  doc¬ 
trines  ol  liberty  with  his  blood.  As  an  eloquent 
writer  has  expressed  it,  ”■  he  is  overwhelmed 
by  a  conspiracy  of  his  own  species.”  As  a  po¬ 
pular  body  thus  formed  is  the  most  remorseless, 
so  it  is  the  most  shameless  piece  of  tyranny.  In 
iTiiuds  where  a  sense  of  shame  prevails,  although 
the  seutimemts  of  virtue  should  be  t*xtinj2:nished, 
there*  ts  some  security  that  justice  and  freedom 
will  be  respertnl^  fn  a  nunierou';  popular  as¬ 
sembly,  the  share  of  n;sponsibility  which  falls 
if>  each  individual,  is  so  small  that  it  is  scarre- 
ly  fc!t ;  a  body  of  this  kind  ran  never  relent  or 
tcrT com pnnet km  for  its  crimes. 

Despotism  always  commences  in  something 
that  hastlie  appearance  of  a  public  good.  Pow’er 
is  of  a  prolific  nature,  and  propagates  itself 
with  womlerfnl  tacilily  in  the  hands  of  artful 
awl  designing  men.  Give  any  set  of  men  a  con¬ 
trol  over  the  passions  of  the  mullitnde,  and  you 
put  into  their  hands  all  that  is  requisite  to  the 
attainment  of  absohite  power.  Having  got,  as 
yon  say,  the  pi'ess  and  the  machinery  of  govern¬ 
ment  into  their  hands,  these  men  have  employ¬ 
ed  their  resocrces  with  no  inconsiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  success.  They  have  brought  its  into  this 
w  ar.  1  need  not  inform  yon  how  much  a  state 
trf  war  contributes  to  realize  the  merest  shadow 
of  |K>w'er.  The  Roman  government  empfoyeil 
it  to  cpiiet  the  tumults  and  disceotenUj  of*  the 


people.  The  faction?  of  the  French  reTolution 
were  solicitous  to  keep  France  embroiled  with 
the  neighbouring  states  of  the  continent.  A 
state  of  war  naturally  enlists  all  the  |)owerfiil 
and  active  elements  oi’the  state  in  the  service 
of  the  government.  It  keeps  up  in  the  public 
mind  a  contiimai  ferment.  The  people  over¬ 
look  excesses  in  the  abuse  of  power,  or  find  au 
excuse  for  them  in  the  violence  of  the  times. 
Men  who  have  once  tasted  the  sweets  of  power 
are  never  content  to  renounce  its  [possession. 

A  secret  fear,  however,  must  tell  them  that  the 
people  will  one  day  open  tlwir  eyes.  Their 
taste  is  liable  to  change,  and  their  passions  sub¬ 
ject  to  ca|>ricious  variations.  Power,  therefore, 
resting  on  public  opinion,  is  held  by  a  i’rail  and 
tender  tenor.  Public  opinion,  1  fear,  will,  in 
this  country,  soon  meet  the  fate  it  suffered  in 
France  under  the  terrorism  of  Robespierre,  or 
that  of  Bonaparte.  Cougress  has  leaped  the 
most  important  barrier  of  tlie  constitution,  and 
has  Iwit  one  step  to  arrive  at  military  despot¬ 
ism. 

Persons  disjjosed  to  cavil  might  maliciously 
suggest  to  you  the  misery  which  you  state  have 
been  brought  upon  this  country,  through  your 
JefTersons,  .Ma<lisons,  and  .Monroes.  But  I  will 
not  lighten  the  consciences  of  these  men  by 
laying  any  of  the  Ipurden  of  their  sins  upon 
your  slK)ui<lers.  I  shall  only  reiuind  you  that 
they  are  Virginian'^,  whose  vices  tarnish  the 
lustre  of  that  state  which  produced  a  Washing¬ 
ton  and  a  Patrick  Hriwy. 

It  was  the  mi'^lorliine  of  Virginia  to  |>ro(Iuce 
a  philosopher,  witose  mind  teemed  with  every 
ext ra vagmicc  of  tlie  age  in  w*hirh  we  live.  This 
casuist  insanahle  was  the  fatal  Pandora's  box 
ivhich  diseharge#!  its  ]>at*k  of  afflict  ions  upon 
the  golden  age  of  America.  Y  es,  sir,  the  great 
founder  of  the  school  of  ilemocracy  was  a  Vir¬ 
ginian  ;  you  trace  the  sonnies  of  our  present 
grievances  to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams ; 
to  us  nothing  can  Ix'  more  obvious  iiiaii  that  the 
philosopher  of  .Monticello  is  the  legitimate  pa¬ 
rent  of  our  misery.  We  discover,  sir,  iu  the 
aspect  of  om*  sufferings  some  paternal  traits, 
wtiieh  give  them  an  authentic  claim  to  this  il- 
hislrions  f^arfuitage.  If  w'c;  have  at  pi’esent  an 
impoveri^lied  exchequer,  and  a  crazy  system  ot 
revenue,  do  we  not  owe  it  to  the  rash  improvi¬ 
dence  of  that  man  wiio  sacrificed  at  the  shrine 
of  popularity  the  permaniiiit  interests  of  his 
country.  If  our  commerce  has  been  sported 
with  ;  if  the  srowtli  of  its  aetive  energies  have 
been  stinted  by  embargo  and  non- intercourse 
systems,  ivere  not  these  the  daughters  of  the 
train  of  this  political  Jupiter.  If  the  terrors  ot 
a  conscription  now  hang  over  ns,  who,  1  pray,  is  ^ 
more  likely  to  be  its  real  author  than  he  who 
has  made  the  doctrines  of  re vo!)it  ionary  France 
fashionable  in  this  country;  who  was  tlic  apo¬ 
logist  ot  Dantfm^  Marat  and  Robespierre,  aad 
the  admirer  and  woi'^hiper  of  Ifonaparte,  until 
fate  buried  him  from  bis  pretended  Oodship.  f 
do  not  mean  to  make  the  apolo^  of  Mr.  Adams 
it  appe*drs  to  in?  to  be  the  mockery  ot 
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cv4*.ry  principle  of  morality  and  common  sense, 
to  compare  the  pardonable  follies  of  the  political 
Muivolio.  which  at  most,  only  excites  the  sense 
of  ncliciilous,  with  the  speculative  madness  of 
the  political  crimes  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  instead 
of  ^oiiig  to  the  fountain  head  of  our  evils.  At 
once  you  introduce  Mr.  Madison,  who  althoin^h 
brcil  at  the  feet  of  this  Gamaliel,  had  never  the 
ori^inalitv  of  luiiid  to  invent,  nor  the  lioldtiessof 
heart  to  execute,  any  master-piece  of  fraud. — 
'Die  parallel  of  lescinblance  you  attempt  to 
draw  between  this  man  aiul  Mr.  Adams,  fails  at 
the  [»oint  where  it  b*  gins  to  grow  most  interest¬ 
ing.  The  l(»s>  ot  power  and  innueiice,  wiiich 
Mr.  Burke  says,  like  death,  caiinoniscs  a  great 
man,  has  tixed  its  everlasting  signature  upon 
Mr.  Adams  ;  but,  Mr.  Madison  yet  rides  the 
waves  of  t>olitical  glory.  Happy  for  himself 
and  liis  country,  if  lie  could  gravitate  to  that 
rejiose  to  which  ho  is  carried  by  a  ncciF»ssary  at¬ 
traction.  But,  l>el‘ore  he  reaches  tiiis  quiescent 
state,  1  fear  some  great  sacriiice  must  be  made, 
and  that  the  re(|iiieiii  of  this  political  sinner  will 
be  mixed  with  the  funeral  obsequies  of  his 
country.  Y  on  are  apprehensive  that  the  east¬ 
ern  states  will  separate,  but  you  have  but  a  few 
words  to  bestow  on  the  measure  which  may 
drive  them  to  this  act  of  desperation;  you  arc 
gazing  at  phantoms  in  the  clouds,  while  a  scene 
of  portentous  iniquity  is  passing  under  your 
nose;  you  are  terrifying  yourself  with  the  histo¬ 
ry  of  ghosts  and  apparitions,  whilst  your  own 
house  is  the  hauut  of  robbers.'  if  you  to  the 
south  can  see  a  conscription  law  carried,  and 
keep  the.  natural  ruby  of  your  cheeks,  “  wc  are 
amazed  at  the  mor!)id  strcngtii  or  natural  iiihr- 
inity  of  your  ^nind.”  How,  with  this  nuisance  at 
your  vi  ry  <loors,can  you  preserve  your  natural 
moderation  ?  YVhcii,  at  this  distance,  the  very 
idea  of  it  is  enough  to  throw  us  into  a  cold  sweat. 
J^^ofteued  and  modified  as  it  is  by  every  species 
of  legislative  artifices,  it  still  violates  the  federal 
constitution,  and  forms  in  the  hands  of  its  ene¬ 
mies,  an  engine  for  its  subversion.  Sir,  if  the 
name  of  .lobn  Adams  fills  you  with  contempt, 
with  what  composure  can  you  hear  pronounced 
the  name  of  Col.  Munroe  ;  the  political  follies 
of  this  man  are  of  a  darker  hue  than  any  which 
you  impute,  or  can  impute,  to  the  person  whom 
you  compare  to  Shakspoare’s  Molvolio. 

One  of  the  nobles't  refinements  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live,  is  the  sentiments  which  teach  us 
not  to  trample  a  fallen  adversary.  Although  1 
do  not  ask  of  you  any  of  the  political  ti  iixoiism 
of  the  age;  yet,  where  was  the  magnanimous 
spirits  of  knight-errantry  when  you  could  turn  to 
wreak  yo  ir  vengeance  on  impotence  and  age, 
and  see  the  purity  of  the  constitution  violated 
by  ruffians.  Cease  to  point  tlie  shafts  of  your 
unmerciful  pleasantry  against  the  head  of  an 
unfortunate  old  man,  and  direct  its  formidable 
artillery  against  Uiose  upon  whose  adamantine 
rrests  the  lance  of  justice  falls  innonious. — 
Shake,  if  it  be  possible,  the  courage  of  secret 
and  preposterous  guilt;  spare  all  but  daring  and 
remorseless  offender^.  You  have  seen  the  labo¬ 


rious  efforts  of  secretary  Monroe  to  prove  the 
consistency  of  the  French  conscription,  with 
the  principles  of  the  American  constitution.— 
It  would  disgrace  the  understanding  and  heart 
of  the  most  paltry  attorney.  Tiii.s  man  who 
searches  with  the  vile  diligence  of  a  pettitog- 
ger,  for  some  flaw  in  the  constitution,  whereby 
he  may  defraud  the  people  of  this  country  of 
the  purchase  of  their  forefathers,  and  rob  them 
of  their  inheritance,  is  the  magnus  ipollo  of 
their  party.  YY^hen  you  appeal  to  the  cata¬ 
logues  of  warriors,  statesmen  and  patriots,  ta¬ 
lents  which  illustrate  your  native  state,  and 
give  it  a  claim  to  priority,  do  not  omit  to  exhi«> 
bit  in  high  relief,  in  the  reverse  of  the  medal, 
the  transcendant  meanness  and  political  artifices 
of  James  Monroe.  It  was  customary  among 
the  Romans  to  stamp  the  features  and  actions 
of  their  great  men  upon  their  coins,  so  that  the 
fame  of  a  general  or  an  emperor  circnlated 
’  throughout  his  dominions,  and  not  only  visited 
!  the  remotest  parts  of  tlic  empire,  but  descend¬ 
ed  to  the  latest  period  of  time.  In  the  same 
I  manner  1  would  immortalize  the  father  of  tb>f 
I  conscription  bill,  and  impress  on  the  minds  of 
1  our  latest  descendants,  the  image  of  this  iiisidi- 
i  ons  robber,  who  witbont  the  uianliiie.ss  openly 
I  to  invade,  took  the  advantage  of  the  political 
i  darkness  that  siirroiiuded  us,  wrapt  himself  up 
in  his  threadbare  coat  of  patriotism,  and  stab¬ 
bed  the  liberty  of  bis  country  to  the  heart. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  geographical  or  political 
rituation  of  this  country  that  requires  at  present 
the  creation  of  a  military  force  by  such  means. — 
If  our  frontier  touched  the  territory  of  some  pow¬ 
erful  and  warlike  people;  if  like  the  poles  or  the 
Swiss,  we  were  surrounded  by  powerful,  and  ambi'-- 
lions  monarchies,  there  tvould  be  some  colour  of 
excuse  for  wresting  all  the  energies,  physical  and 
moral,  of  the  country  for  the  production  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  force  for  our  defence.  'Flie  nations  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  indeed,  wlien  they  found  themselves  as.'-ailefl 
by  a  powerful  and  remorseless  tyrant  had  recourse 
to  this  desperate  measure;  but  it  i<  to  be  hoped 
that  instructed  by  the  misfortunes  of  France,  they 
will  wholly  lay  aside  this  dreadliil  engirie  which  re¬ 
coils  on  lliose  who  use  it ;  until  a  situation  as  dcs-' 
perate  and  hopeless  as  that  in  which  they  lately 
stood,  shall  call  it  again  into  use.  But  do  wc 
stand  in  a  situation  any  thing  Hkc  this?  Have  wc 
not  tlie  whole  Atlantic  for  a  dyke  between  us  and 
any  warlike  state.  Can  Englaiwl  ever  enslave  us? 
Do  not  her  powei*s  of  annoyance  consist  wholly  in 
her  «!»iperior  maritime  force. 

YVe  are  told  by  the  same  authority  tb.at  recont- 
mends  the  conscription  law,  that  England  i.*;  aiming 
at  the  destruction  of  the  political  existence  of  tliii 
coJintry.  'Ihis  idea,  we  believe,  never  occurred  to 
any  man  of  common  sense,  as  a  reasonable  motive 
for  commencing  that  wmr.  VTIiy  it  is  now  brought 
forward  by  the  honourable  secretary,  it  is  not  dif¬ 
ficult  for  those  to  conjecture  who  fire  acquainted, 
for  the  readiness  with  which  that  gentleman  leiulf 
himself  to  the  lowest  species  of  political  Jugglery. 
YY’hen  the  leaders  of  the  French  revolution  cora- 
meiiGeil  their  unjust  war  upon  the  natioi^s  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  they  endeavoured  to  persuatle  the  people  that 
the  design  of  England  and  her  allies  was  to  paiti- 
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tion  France,  an^T  treat  her  as  a  spoil.  There  is  so 
great  an  affinity  between  these  men  and  their  pre¬ 
decessors,  in  ambition,  that  nothing  but  their  not 
speaking  quite  so  good  French,  can  enable  us  to 
discern  any  diflerepce  between  lliein.  If  Bona¬ 
parte  makes  war  with  England  through  his  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees,  the  ports  of  America  her¬ 
metically  scaled  up.  When  we  are  told  of  sea¬ 
men’s  rights  and  free  siiips,  our  administration 
take  an  old  threadbare  cloak  out  of  the  wunlrobe 
of  this  tyrant  to  cover  the  poverty''  of  their  inven¬ 
tions.  Instead  of  setting  a  new  fashion  them¬ 
selves,  or  giving  us  even  the  lastParision  cut,  they 
cover  their  backs  with  the  antiquated  frippery  of 
France.  Their  Paraphernalia  is  composed  of  the 
woriiout  trumpery  and  polluted  rags  of  French 
slavery.  “But  their  mightiest  effort  is  reserved  to 
the  last.  In  the  fnlness  oftimo  comes  forth  the 
the  militia  di*aft.  This,  too,  comes  from  the  French 
revolution,  that  fruitful  mother  of  prodigies,  al¬ 
though  our  midwife  politicians,  v  ho  have  oronght 
this  bantling  into  the  world,  hav<^  so  enveloped  it 
in  swaddling  clothes  as  to  deceive  some  of  ns  into 
a  belief  that  it  inherits  none  of  the  bloody  and  fe¬ 
rocious  features  of  its  parent.  But  I  can  db cover 
in  its  visage  traits  of  degeneracy  that  will  in  due 
time  perform  all  the  miracles  of  krength  which  its 
predecessor  achieved.  7'he  French  philosophers 
who  have  written  the  best  natural  history  of  this 
monster,  will  tell  us  that  it  is  of  a  breed  not  like¬ 
ly  to  degenerate  in  any  soil.  ITnlike  the  royal  tv- 
ger  of  the  Menagerie,  which  when  transferred  to 
our  climate,  dwindles  into  a  mountain  cat,  and  flies 
the  approach  and  haunts  of  men.  this  savage,  if 
its  rapacious  appetites  be  indulged  with  the  food  of 
confiscation  and  murder,  its  look  of  (ieorge«n  hor¬ 
rors  will  not  fail  to  sink  the  courage  of  all  who 
oppose  it,  thereby  to  glut  its  homicide  ambition. 

These  men  wlio  never  compare  tlie  magn'tnde  of 
their  understanding  with  the  extent  of  their  re¬ 
sources,  but  leave  all,  it  seems,  to  necessity,  that 
giTat  mother  of  invention,  are  now  met  in  their 
road  to  conquest  by  the  apparition  of  poverty, 
which  crosses  them  and  stares  them  in  the  face.— 
But  the  moit  humiliating  mendicancy  cannot  tame 
their  insane  ambition.  'J’liey  rush  on  to  tlieir  goal, 
regardless  of  the  misery  aronrnl  them.  Their  fiscal 
embarrassments  appear  insufferable  to  all  but 
themselves.  The  conscription  law  i<  the  instru¬ 
ment  that  cuts  the  gordian  knot  of  financial  dif- 
ficolty.  They  who  have  iron  in  tlieir  hands  will 
pot  be  long  without  gold  in  their  pockets.  I'lie 
means  of  gratifying  their  infernal  ambition  will  be 
wrung  from  the  hard  earnings  of  the  peasant  and 
mechanic.  If  these  madmen  are  not  arrested  in 
their  course,  I  .«eriously  expect  in  a  little  time  to 
fee  troops  of  tax  gatherers  esxorted  by  a  file  of 
gens  d’armer.  It  was  a  compliment  usually  paid 
us,  by  foreigners  tviio  visited  us,  that  they  could 
travel  from  one  extremity  to  the  other,  of  this 
great  country,  without  knowing  that  such  a  thing 
as  a  government  existed.  No  cartes  de  surete,  no 
passports  out  of  one  province  into  another;  no 
scrutinizing  police  officers  to  harass  the  traveller 
by  vexatious  delays.  This  was  a  happiness  enjoy¬ 
ed  only  in  America.  But  if  things  continue  as 
they  have  begun,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  take  a 
step  beyond  our  own  door  without  knocking  our 
heads  against  the  government ;  “  If  they  do  these 
things  ill  a  green  ti’ee,  wbat  will  they  do  i«  a  dry.” 


You  would  have  laughed  If  five  years  ago,  when 
Europe  was  bleeding  under  the  ferocious  sword  o? 
Napoleon,  I  had  suggested  it  as  a  probable  hiua 
that  the  people  of  this  country  would  one  day  Hih- 
mit  to  a  conscription  law,  yet  this  ha.s  come  to 
pass. 

,The  people  too  unfortunate'y  open  their  ears 
to  piieli  as  prophecy  sinootU  tilings,  ami  s!mt 
them  against  the  advice  of  tin  ir  best  friends, 
those  who  have  the  courage  to  tell  them  the 
bonert  though  disagreeable  truth.  Every  thing 
ill  the  form  of  advice  sounds  like  reproarii. 
This  makes  them  the  nntiiral  prey  of  im|>o^to?s, 
who,  to  hear  them  talk  you  would  suppose 
had  nothing  but  the  milk  of  buiiicn  kindm^ss  in 
their  veins,  and  made  up  wholly  of  the  nature 
!of  the  Dore  mere,  without  anv  thing  of  the  na¬ 


ture  of  the  serpent  in  their  composition.  “ 
jtheir  fruits  shall  ye  know  tliem.”  Alas,  the 
jpe  pie  little  know  w  «at  an  enemy  they  are 


cherishing.  It  is  a  cockatrice  that  will  sfing 
the  bosom  that  has  given  it  life.  In  vain  shall 
we  rage  and  foam  and  bite  our  chains  when 
once  they  are  riveti  d.  The  weak  and  helpless 
have  but  one  appeal  to  a  resislilde  power. 

Si  ^enua  Humnn^nn  et  mirtalia  trmnina  armd 
Sperate  dens  memnres  J .mdi  afriie  infawii. 

If  thev  think  that  this  awful  sentiment  will 
sometimes  knock  ’•gainst  the  hearts  of  their  op- 
presmrs,  r.nd  protest  nirainst  their  mnrderoiis 
designs,  tlnw  are  deceivi^l.  If  f  saw  in  the 
im‘asnr<^s  of  the«e  men  any  marks  of  profound 
wisdom  or  of  political  skill ;  if  I  could  trace 
their  a'di  uis  to  any  of  the  generous  p  ssious  or 
sympathies  of  our  nat‘un\  1  might  ini'trust  the 
conviction  of  my  own  mind  w  ith  regard  to  Ihtt 
composition  of  their  In  arts.  win  n  1  sec 

that  the  sphere  of  their  ami  ition  is  low,  seifi'h 
and  contracted ;  whtiii  I  find  their  atfeclions  are 
attracted  by  none  of  the  objects  wdiicb  cum- 
mand  the  esteem  and  veneration  u!’  rtiankiud ; 
but  the  whole  stock  of  their  sympathy  and  ad¬ 
miration  rt'Pervcci  for  one  of  thi  inosl  f  iua 


Ivrants  that  ever  exi'ted,  and  that  they  copy 
tiie  pieced'  nts  of  ambition  with  the  puin  tili  .iis 
exactness  of  jih  aders ;  v/heii  I  find  tln  ni  sy  tc- 
matically  designing  the  ruin  of  the  liberti*>ol 
tliis  coiintrv,  and  preparing  for  it  the  worst  po¬ 
litical  calamities,  1  unhesitatingly  believe  IImiii 
unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  tlie  p-ople. 

I  dare  not  flatter  my.self  that  this  letter  will 
be  read  witb  any  of  the  deliglit  which  youi'  l  as 
given.  The  prospect  yon  present  is  less  cl  ecr- 
less  and  desponding.  By  co-operating  with 
present  measures,  yon  see  a  way  out  of  our  dif¬ 
ficulties,  which  I  confess  I  am  not  clear  sighted 
enough  to  discover.  Should,  however,  the 


gloomy  spirit  of  prophecy,  wliicb  I  cannot  re¬ 
press,  be  thought  the  raving  of  a  disordered 
fancy,  and  the  zeal  for  liberty  which  animates 
me,  be  mistaken  for  the  spirit  of  disappointed 
ambition,  I  love  iny  country  too  well  to  wish 
that  mine  mav  be  the  fate  of  Cassandra, 


thing  should  deter  ns  in  seasons  of  publie  danger, 
from  exerting  our  pow’er  to  al:.rm  the  jealous 
spirit  of  liberty.  The  moment  is  at  hand  wbrt* 
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(he  peofiie  must  resist  or  make  an  abject  siir* 
n'uder  ot*  their  personal  liberties.  If  they  revere 
the  lueiiiory  of  those  heroes  who  founded  this 
ejupire  with  their  swords,  and  of  those  orators 
and  statesmen  who  have  ibught  t:ie  battles  of 
their  liberties,  in  tield.^  not  less  glorious  :  if  they 
feel  the  sentiment  of  obligati  m  th  ,t  binds  them 
to  generations  yet  to  come,  they  will  not  suffer 
an  invasion  of  iheir  rights  to  go  iinpiinished. 
But  if  it  wore  possible  for  them  not  to  ao^t  in 
compliance  with  these  saiTod  ties,  wiiich  nature 
has  formed  in  the  iieart,  and  by  wineb  >:iie  lias 
cliarartcrized  the  whose  reach  of  tbuiigbt 

ext  nds  beyond  the  limits  of  lime  ;  if  the  sphere 
of  their  pas<i.  ns  is  no  wider  than  th^t  of  their 
personal  interests,  and  if  all  their  hopes  and 
tV  ais  die  eontiiied  to  the  present  existence,  yet 
let  tin  in  rt  member  that  all  the  pure  and  siib« 
staniial  eii^o'jr  inents  of  lib'  are  coimoctcd  with 
the  preservation  ot  the  laws;  that  freedom’ is 
tilt'  noblest  attribute  of  a  ratioiiai  being,  and 
that  **  uithoui  it,  the  coudition  of  human  iia- ^ 
lure  is  not  only  iiiiserabh  ,  but  contemptible.’* 

Inauzural  speech  cf  the  icovernor  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania^  delivered  al  12  d'cJcck^  on  the  2bfh 
D  cembtr,  1814,  at  llnrnsburerh^  in  th*’ 
chamber  if  the  house  tf  rrpresrnialivcs^  in 
the  pri Since  tf  the  inc.-nbers  of  the  s^cneral 
assi'inbly  of  the  comnionwcallh  and  a  con¬ 
course  of  cithens, 

Flllow  Citizens.— Again  honoured  by 
a  re-election  to  the  office  of  chief  m  gi* 
Btrate:  agnin,  in  the  presence  of  the  repre 
sentHtives  of  the  people,  I  have  renewed 
my  oath  of  feulty  to  the  constilidion  ;  and 
again,  in  sincerity  and  singleness  of  Iie  trt, 
1  pledge  liiyself  still  to  be  rniiidfid  of  the 
rights,  interests  and  hapoiness  of  the  peool  • 
who  have  repeatedly,  and  in  the  most  dis 
linguished  manner,  reposed  their  highest 
confidence  in  me.  All  the  return  I  can 
make  is  an  lionest  devotion  of  all  the  facul¬ 
ties  of  my  mind  to  promote  their  welfire. 
That  Such  ,  devotion  has  been  heretofiirt 
rendered,  and  acceptably  received,  [  have 
abundant  reason  to  be  convinced. 

Having  by  message  already  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  legislature  the  state  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  suggested  such  mea¬ 
sures  as  have  apjieared  to  me  likely  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  general  weal,  I  have  no  special 
recommendation  to  offer  to  your  consitlera- 
tioii  as  legislators.  Yet  such  are  niy  im¬ 
pressions  and  anxieties  that  I  should  feel  I 
had  but  half  dischargeil  the  obligations  of 
duty,  w'ere  I  to  return  from  this  assemble 
without  endeavouring  to  impress  unon  all  its 
members,  and  would  to  God  ui»on  their 
constituents,  the  sacred,  and  at  this  time, 
the  iQilitpeasable  necessity  of  sveh  a  mnon 


of  sentiment  as  shall  secure  a  unity  of  action 
agedust  our  common  enemy*  It  is  scarcely* 

;  ossible  to  read  the  resolutions  against  the 
inadmissible  terms  prop'oseil  by  the  British 
ministers,  which  were  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  highly  respectable  legislatures  of 
the  states  of  i\ew-Vork,  Virginia,  and 
North  Carolina,  without  feeling  a  glow  of 
patriotic  fervour  and  inward  convection  that 
such  unanimity,  Uiroughout  the  United 
StaU  3,  would  be  the  surest  guide  to  success¬ 
ful  warfire,  and  the  surest  pledge  of  an 
honourable  and  speedy  peace. 

The  blood  of  our  brave  troops  has  been 
shed  in  vain ;  vain  are  the  laurels  they, 
have  w  on  and  the  praises  they  have  receiv¬ 
ed,  if  the  public  voice  be  rent  in  twain  by 
discord,  and  the  public  arm  be  palsied  by 
ficdon.  Ill  vain  has  our  flag,  resplendent 
will!  mmy  glorious  victories,  been  proudly 
displayed  in  ev'ery  clime,  and  its  victorious 
defenders  been  every  where  hailed  as  the 
bravest  of  the  brave,  if  their  countrymen 
will  not  emulate  their  virtues  and  unite 
head,  heart  and  hand  against  the  common 
foe. 

When  the  independence  and  integrity  of 
our  country  are  at  stake,  what  American 
will  withhold  Ills  utmost  efforts  to  redeem 
tlieni.  When  tiie  soil  which  gave  us  birth 
and  covers  the  houes  of  oar  fathers  is  trod-^ 
den  by  the  feet  of  hostile  men,  who  threat¬ 
en  t»>  destroy  and  lay  w'lste  our  homes  and 
tem  lies  of  woi'ship,  shall  we  hesitate  to 
mirch  to  jjneet  them,  because  we  may  not 
have  approved  of  the  declaratioa  of  war,  or 
because  we  m  ly  not  areuove  of  the  manner 
in  which  it  has  lieen  conducted,  or  because 
we  do  not  apurove  of  the  men  who  are  con- 
stituiio’nlly  In  authority — ^most  certainly 
not.  Such  reasoning,  iiowever  satisfactory 
to  tlie  individual  it  mi^rht  influence,  would 
have  no  weight  with  the  community,  and 
would  be  but  a  feelile  apoloery  for  ahandon- 
infr  the  nation  in  time  of  peri!  and  danger. 
Let  IIS  go  forth  united,  am!  who  shall  stand 
before  our  embattled  m  iltitnde.  When  we 
have  exnelled  the  proud  invaders,  and  con- 
(jnered  an  honourable  peace,  then  let  us  set¬ 
tle  our  nolitical  differences,  exact  rigid  ac- 
eounts  from  tliose  in  authority,  and  in  the 
usual,  constitutional,  regular  manner,  let  the 
highest  of  our  public  functionaries  be  ar¬ 
raigned  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  and  if 
any  be  found  dishonest  or  inc.ipable,  let 
them  be  set  aside  and  men  more  w  orthy  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fill  their  stations. 

£«t  let  us  not,  1  beseech  you,  indulge  [>af^ 
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ty  feelings  at  the  expense  of  principle,  nor 
engage  in  party  animosity  so  as  to  fan  a 
flame  in  which  the  vital  interests  of  our 
country  may  be  consumed.  Upon  you,  my 
friends  and  fellow-citizens,  much  depends ; 
your  conduct  and  example  will,  as  it  ought, 
have  much  influence  with  your  constituenls, 
and  will  not  be  viewed  with  indifference  by 
other  states,  or  even  by  the  enemy.  If  I 
have  urged  this  subject  with  more  words, 
warmth,  or  earnestness  than  you  may  <1eem 
necessary,  impute  it  to  the  deep  conviction 
I  have  of  the  baleful  effects  of  every  mea¬ 
sure  which  represents  us  to  (lie  enemy  as  a 
divided  people. 

This  is  probably  the  last  time  1  shall  per¬ 
sonally  have  the  honour  to  address  the  gene¬ 
ral  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  and  1  em¬ 
brace  it  to  express  the  affectionate  solicitude 
I  feel  for  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  a 
slate  which  has  not  only  bestowed  upon  me, 
in  common  with  my  fellow-citizens,  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  so  many  civil,  religious  and  po¬ 
litical  rights,  but  has  also  honoured  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  me  so  frequently  as  to  bind  me 
to  its  interests  by  the  strongest  tics  of  grati¬ 
tude  and  esteem.  To  you,  gentlemen,  the 
representatives  of  this  state,  1  tender  for 
yourselves  and  your  constituents,  my  best 
w  ishes  for  your  happiness,  and  I  offer  up  my 
fervent  prayers  to  the  Giver  of  all  Good, 
that  he  will  bless,  protect  and  defend  you  and 
our  country  from  the  machinations  of  all 
enemies,  public  and  private. 

SIMON  SNyOER. 
Harrisburgh,  Dec.  20, 1 8 1 4. 

AN  ACT 

-To  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  duties  on  sales  at  auc¬ 
tion,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spiritu¬ 
ous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and 
for  increasing  the  rates  of  postage. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Stenate  and  House  of  Re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  congress  a^sembled^  Tliat  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  February  next,  there  shall  he  laid, 
levied,  and  collected,  tor  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  a  sum  of  one  hundred  per  centum,  upon 
and  in  addition  to,  the  amount  of  the  rates  and 
duties  respectively  laid  upon  sales  by  Avay  of 
auction,  in  and  by  the  act  of  congress,  entitled 
An  act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of 
merchandise,  and  ships  and  vessels,”  passed  on 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  eigh¬ 
teen  hundred  and  thirteen.  And  the  said  addi¬ 
tional  duty  of  one  hundred  per  centum  shall  be 
levied,  collected,  paid,  and  accounted  for,  in 
like  manner,  by  the  same  officers,  srtb}eet  In.  all 


respects  to  the  same  regulations  and  provisions, 
and  with  the  like  fines,  pcnaltie.s,  fiirfeitures, 
and  remedies  from  breaches  of  the  law,  as  the 
said  act  of  congress,  and  the  act  to  amend  the 
said  act,  passed  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  four¬ 
teen,  declare  and  establish  for  levying,  collect¬ 
ing,  and  paying  the  original  duties  to  which  the 
said  ihity  of  one  hundred  per  centum  is  hereby 
added  and  attached.  And  it  shall  he  the  duty 
of  every  auctioneer,  who  shall  hnv»*  given  bond 
under  the  said  acts,  to  give  like  bond  unjlerthis 
act,  subject  to  the  said  penalties  prescrihri!  in 
[  t lie  said  act,  passed  on  the  twenty- fourth  day 
I  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir¬ 
teen.  And  all  sales  at  auction  of  any  part,  or 
i  parrel  of  any  rnerchandi'ic,  with  the  design  and 
etfect  to  ascertain  and  fix  a  price  for  the  whole, 
or  for  any  other  part,  of  such  merchandise, 
without  exposing  the  whole,  or  such  other  part, 
to  public  sale,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
sales  at  auction,  within  the  meaning  of  tliis  act, 
and  of  the  said  act  of  congress,  to  the  whole 
amount  of  the  merchamlize  whereof  the  sale  is 
I  so  effected,  whether  the  same  is  afterwards 
conducted  and  effected  by  the  auctioneer,  or 
by  any  person,  or  persons,  acting  as  a  commis¬ 
sion  merchant,  factor,  or  agent,  or  by  the  owner 
and  owners  of  the  merchandise.  And  it  shall 
he  the  duty  of  the  auctioneers  respectively  to 
specify  in  their  quarterly  accounts,  upon  oath 
or  affirmation,  all  sales  by  them  respectively 
made  of  a  part  or  parcel  of  any  merchandise  as 
aforesaid,  w^ith  a  design  and  effect  aferesaid  for 
whom,  and  to  whom  such  sales  were  respect¬ 
ively  made,  and  the  amount  of  the  commissions, 
or  other  compensation,  to  them  respectively 
paid,  or  payable,  by  reason  of  such  sales,  as 
well  with  respect  to  the  part  or  parcel  of  the 
merchandise  actually  exposed  to  sale,  as  w’ith 
respect  to  the  whole  or  any  other  pLrt  of  such 
merchandise,  the  sale  whereof  is  designed  and 
effected  as  aforesaid.  And  the  neglect  or  refu¬ 
sal  so  to  do,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  breach  of 
the  bond  of  the  auctioneer,  so  neglecting  or  re¬ 
fusing,  who  shall  also  in  that  behalf  forleit  and 
pay  such  other  penalties  as  the  said  act  of  con¬ 
gress  prescribes  in  ease  of  the  non-performance 
of  any  other  other  duty  required  fi*om  auc¬ 
tioneers,  to  l)e  performed  in  taking  out  lisenccs, 
giving  bonds,  and  keeping  and  rendering  ac¬ 
counts. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  th(  re 
shall  he  added  to  the  rates-  of  postage,  as  at 
present  established  by  law,  a  sum  equal  to 
fifty  per  centum  upon  the  amount  of  such  rates 
respectively  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 
And  the.said  additional  sum  of  fifty  per  Centura 
shall  be  charged,  collected,  paid,  and  accounted 
for,  in  like  manner,  by  the  same  officers,  sub¬ 
ject,  in  all  respects,  to  the  same  regulations 
and  provisions,  and  with  the  like  fines,  penal¬ 
ties,  forfeitures  and  remedies,  for  breaches  ot 
the  law,  as  are  provided  for  charging,  collecting, 
and  paying  the  original  rates  of  postage  to 
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which  the  said  sum  of  fifty  per  centum  is  here¬ 
by  added  and  attached. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  there 
shall  he  laid,  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  a  sura  of  fifty  per 
centum  upon,  and  in  addition  to,  the  duties  laid 
00  licenses,  jijranted  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
congress,  entitled  “  An  act  laying  duties  on 
licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchainlise,”  passed  the  second 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirteen.  And  the  said  additional  sum  of  fifty 
per  centum  sliall  be  charged,  paid,  collected, 
and  accounted  for,  in  like  manner,  by  the  same 
officers,  subject,  in  all  respects,  to  the  same 
regulations  and  provisions,  and  with  the  same 
fines,  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  remedies,  for 
breaches  of  the  law,  as  in  and  by  the  said  last 
mentioned  act  of  congress,  and  the  act,  entitled 
“  All  act  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on  li¬ 
censes  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other  pur¬ 
poses,”  passed  (Ml  the  eighteenth  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  are 
provid(Ml  for  charging,  paying,  and  collecting 
the  original  duties  on  the  said  licenses  rt'spect- 
ivrly,  to  which  the  said  sum  of  fifty  per  centum 
is  hereby  added  and  attached.  And  in  rase  any 
licenses  fur  carring  on  the  business  of  selling  by 
retail,  shall  have  been  granted  under  the  said 
act,  “  laying  duties  on  lic^Miscs  to  retailors  of 
wines,  spirituous  lixiiors,  and  foreign  merchan¬ 
dise,”  for  a  period  extending  lieyond  the  first 
day  of  February  next  ;  the  person  to  whom  the 
same  may  have  been  granted,  or  transfeiTcd, 
shall  previous  to  the  first  day  of  May  thereafter 
make  the  like  application  required  therein, 
which  shall  fnrtiier  spf'eily  such  period,  and 
sliall  pay  to  the  proper  collector  a  sum  equal  to 
such  proportion  of  fifty  per  centum  on  the  ori¬ 
ginal  duties  iinjioscd  on  such  license,  as  said 
pei  iod  hears  to  a  year,  the  pavinent  of  wliich 
.'tnn  shall  he  endorsed  on  the  license  previously 
granted.  And  if  any  person  shall,  after  the 
last  mentioned  day,  deal  in  the  selling  of  wines, 
distilled  spirituous  liquors,  or  merchandise  by 
retail,  as  defiued  In  the  said  act,  without  hav¬ 
ing  made  such  payment — such  person  shall,  in 
addition  to  the  payment  of  the  additional  duty 
hereby  imposed,  forfeit'and  pay  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit  :  Provided^  That  if  any  person  to 
whom  a  license  shall  have  been  granted,  a(*- 
cordiiig  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  nititlod 
“  An  act  laying  duties  on  liccn«^s  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  mer¬ 
chandise,”  and  who  shall  have  paid  for  the 
same,  or  shall  have  given  bond  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  same,  shall,  on  rw  before  the  com- 
menccMuent  of  the  operation  of  this  act,  discon¬ 
tinue  the  use  of  tlie  privileges  by  said  license 
J^ranted,  and  shall  give  due  notice  thereof  to 
the  collectors  of  the  internal  revenues  of  the 
district  in  which  such  license  shall  have  been 
granted,  such  license  shall  cease  to  be,  of  force. 
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and  such  person  sliall  be  holden  to  pay*  a  sum 
proportionate  to  the  time  which  shall  have  run 
from  the  time  of  gitinting  said  license,  to  the 
first  day  of  Febriiaiy  next.  And  in  case  of  ac¬ 
tual  payment  fora  term  subsequent  to  the  last 
mentioned  day,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
back  from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,, 
such  sum  so  paid  for  such  subsequent  time  from 
the  day  last  mentioned. 

See.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
act  of  congress,  entitled  “  An  act  making  fur¬ 
ther  provision  for  the  collection  of  internal  du- 
lies,  and  for  the  appointment  and  compensation 
of  assessors,”  jiassed  on  the  second  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen,  shall  be  and  remain  in  force,  and 
shall,  in  all  its  provisions,  be  applied  for  the 
purpose  of  laying,  collecting  and  securing  th« 
duties  by  this*  act  added  and  imposed,  except  as 
regards  the  rates  of  pos^ge,  as  well  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  persons  respectively  liable  to  the 
payment  thereof,  as  with  respect  to  the  officers 
employed  in  collecting  and  accounting  for  the 
same. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  ii  further  enactef  That,  to- 
w’ards  establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  pn)- 
vide  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  govern¬ 
ment,  for  ‘he  punrtiial  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  principal  and  interest,  conli-acted  and  tw 
be  contracted,  according  to  the  terms  of  tlie 
contracts  respectively  and  for  creating  an  ade¬ 
quate  sinking  fund,  gradually  to  I’ciJiice  and 
eventually  to  extinguish  tl>e  public  debt,  con¬ 
tracted  ami  to  be  contracted  ;  the  internal  rates 
and  duties  added,  laid  and  imposed,  by  the  said 
several  acts  of  congress,  entitled  ”  An  act 
laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchan¬ 
dise,  ami  sliips  and  vessels ”  An  act  regu¬ 
lating  the  postoffice  establishment and  “  Aa 
act  laying  diiti(.*s  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liqiiois,  and  Ibroign  merchan¬ 
dise;”  shall  continue  to  be  laid,  Ic'ied,  and 
collected,  during  the  present  w’ar  beiweeii  the 
United  States  and  (Ireat  fh  itain,  and  until  the 
[im  poses  aforesaid  shall  be  conqdeteJy  acrotiv 
plished,  any  thing  in  the  said  acts  of  congress 
to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wise,  notwith- 
staiiding.  And  tor  the  eficclual  application  of 
tlw  revenue,  to  l>e  raised  by  and  iWmi  llie  said 
internal  duties,  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in 
due  form  of  law,  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  pledged  :  Provided  alrvajjs^  That  | 
whenever  congress  shall  deem  it  expedient  t(i 
alter,  reduce  or  change,  the  s;iid  internal  duties, 
or  any  or  either  of  them,  it  shall  be  lawful  so 
to  do,  upon  providing  and  substituting,  by  law, 
at  the  same  time,  and  Ibi*  tiie.  same  purpo>^.s, 
other  duties  which  shall  be  equally  productive 
with  the  duties  so  altered,  reduced,  or  clianged  ; 
And  prffvided  further.  That  nothing  in  this  act 
contained,  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  in  any¬ 
wise  to  rescind  or  impair  any  vS|>i'.citk*  appropri¬ 
ation  of  the  said  duties,  or  any  or  eitlier  of 
them,  heretofore  made  l»y  law  ;  but  such  appro¬ 
priation  shall  remain  anil  be  carrit-si  into  effiect 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  tbt 


216 


THE  EXAMINER. 


law  aiid  laws  making  the  same,  any  thing  in 
this  act  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  not- 
withst  lading. 

LANGDON  CHEVES, 
Speaker  of  the  hou^  of  representatives. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 
Eresident  pro  tenapore,  of  the  senate. 
December  28,  1814.  Approved, 

JAMES  MADISON. 

SPEECH  OF  THE  HON.  CYRUS  KING, 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 

Delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States,  December  2, 1814, 
On  a  ?nakm^  furtiur  provisions  for 
jUlin^  the  ranks  of  the  annp  of  tfu  United 
Siaicsf  by  enlislimr  minors  ivithmU  the 
consenl  of  thiir  parents,  masters  or  sfuar- 
dians—and  on  oilier  mtasitres  of  the  admi¬ 
nistration. 

Mr.  Speaker — I  think  it  aduty  to  make 
to  the  house  some  observations  on  the  bill 
uow  under  discussion,  in  connexion  with 
other  military  hills  and  some  of  tlie  reve¬ 
nue  bills,  which  have  been  rejiorted ;  as  1 
deem  Hie  whole  of  your  war  system,  either 
against  thtr  enemy  or  the  people  of  this 
country.  This  mode  of  considering  the 
subject  will  do  justice  to  the  administration, 
and  to  their  friends  in'the  respective  houses 
of  congress.  And  this  justice  1  am  disposed 
to  render  to  them,  notwithstanding,  1  be¬ 
lieve,  that,  by  some  of  their  past  acts,  they 
have  proved  themselves  the  very  w'orst 
enemies  of  the  American  people.  This, 
sir,  1  wish  to  submit  <,o  the  house,  if  it  be 
possible  steadily  to  look  at  this  system  of 
military  conscription,  and  of  oppressive 
taxation,  and  not  startle  at  the  destruction 
with  which  it  threatens  our  country. 

A  sagacious  political  writer,  in  speaking 
of  the  errors  and  oppressions  of  rulers,  has 
remarked,  that  the  necessity  of  any  govern¬ 
ment  is  the  greatest  reflection*  upon  the 
virtue  of  the  people ;  but,  sir,  with  all  due 
deference,  I  never  shall  consider  that  as  the 
greatest  reflection,  as  long  as  a  people  can 
be  found,  so  degraded,  so  regardless  of  their 
own  interest  and  importance,  as  to  tolerate 
an  administration  after  they  shall  have  failed 
to  accomplish  the  very  end  of  their  institii' 
tion,  and  shall  have  raised  their  parricidal 
arm  against  the  very  instrument  by  which 
they  have  their  existence.  That  this  is  the 
case  with  the  present  administration,  a  little 
more  reflection,  and  some  'more  suffering,  if 
it  be  possible  to  add  to  it,  will  convince  the 
.American  people. 


I  Jhike,  if  you  please,  sir,  the  ordinary  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  w  dl  .dminisiered  goveriim'^nt ; 
res'ject  ahro  :d  and  pios^t-rliv  at  honv  ;  and 
ask  yourstif,  if  this  tidmiuislrariun  have 
continued  these  blessings  to  this  nation. 
'Fhat  our  fnrin  of  g  »Veinineat,  when  cor- 
recily  adiniuister^d -^gree  l-ly  to  the  con- 
8  ituaon,  is  capable  <4*  {rr  .duciug,  and  fora 
time,  continuing  these  naiionnl  blessings, 
Ae  hjiVf  the  spleiidl  I  ex.^mple  of  the  admi- 
nistra lions  of  \V<ishii}gtoii,  and  of  Adams, 
before  liis  fall. 

■Are  you  now  respected  abroad  ?  No,  sir, 
there  is  not  a  naJni,  not  a  c;x)w'iied  head  iu 
Europe,  that  is  friendly  towaids  you.  1  ask 
pardon,  sir,  there  is,  tunhaps,  one ;  1  mean 
tile  great  emperor  of  the  little  Island  of  Elba 
— but  even  he  is  now  said,  like  Milton’s 
devil,  to  eye  you  askance,  and  to  grin  hor¬ 
ribly  at  the  dost  ruction  w  hich  he  has  brought 
upon  you.  Hoiv  you  alienated  foreign  na¬ 
tions  from  you,  is  now  matter  of  h!^foryl 
by  aiding  the  attemvts  of  the  late  foil  tyrant 
of  Europe,  at  universal  empire,  your  desti¬ 
nies  were  united  with  his,  and  you  must  now 
expect  to  share  with  liim  the  geuOTl  detest¬ 
ation  of  mankind.  But,  sir,  what  will  for¬ 
ever  hx  your  character  in  Europe,  and  1 
think,  your  doom  at  home,  is  your  rash  de¬ 
claration  of  war  at  the  lime  you  did  it. 
Thus,  like  willing  slaves,  binding  your¬ 
selves  to  the  then  triumjihal  car  of  the  eii- 
slaverof  nations.  Yes,  sir,  you  courageously 
declared  your  war  when  you  supposed  (lie 
imperial  tyrant  had  his  victim  bound  at  his 
feet;  and  the  sw^ortl  out  and  whetted,  that 
was  to  be  plunged  into  her  vitals.  You  then 
magnanimously  expected  to  be  in  at  the 
death  and  share  the  spoils. 

Sir,  the  rashness  and  folly  of  this  admi* 
nistration  on  that  occasion,  forcibly  reminds 
ns  of  the  fable  of  the  madman  who  under¬ 
took  to  shear  a  w^olf.  What,  exclaims  his 
friends!  have  you  considered  the  danger 
and  difficulty  of  the  undertaking,  and  the  lit¬ 
tle  profit  you  are  likely  to  gain  if  you  suc¬ 
ceed?  No,  said  the  madman;  1  have  con¬ 
sidered  nothing  but  the  right — the  sove- 
reiern  of  the  universe  has  given  to  man  do¬ 
minion  over  the  beasts  of  the  forest  and  of 
tlie  field,  1  therefore  have  the  right,  and  will 
shear  the  w  olf. 

(To-  be  Continued.') 
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